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Mark Morris Dance Group brings 45th Anniversary Season
home to Brooklyn with two New York premieres at
BAM (Brooklyn Academy of Music)

Mark Morris Dance Group and BAM Present
Mark Morris Dance Group and Music Ensemble
45th Anniversary Season

MOON, V and Via Dolorosa

Choreography by Mark Morris

Mar 26, 28, & 29

Mar 26, 8pm — MOON

Mar 28, 2pm & 8pm - V and Via Dolorosa
Mar 29, 3pm - MOON

BAM Howard Gilman Opera House
30 Lafayette Ave.

Brooklyn, NY

Tickets start at $35

Bloomberg is the season sponsor.

“The genius of MOON ... is to remind us that wonder can be around the least
expected corners.”—Los Angeles Times

February 26, 2026/ Brooklyn, NY — Mark Morris Dance Group and BAM present Mark Morris
Dance Group and Music Ensemble in a four-performance engagement at the Howard Gilman
Opera House, March 26-29, 2026 as part of BAM's Winter/Spring 2026 Season. Taking place
amid an active touring season marking the company’s 45th anniversary, the engagement
features the New York premieres of MOON and Via Dolorosa, alongside the return of V.

MOON, which premiered in 2025, comes to New York on March 26 and 29. The hour-long
dance for nine performers explores humanity’s enduring fascination with its celestial companion,
drawing inspiration from the Golden Record—an audio message placed aboard NASA’s
Voyager spacecraft in 1977. Dreamy, whimsical, and quietly expansive; the work blends humor
and wonder through Morris’s signature musicality. The score combines live and recorded music
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ranging from swing, bluegrass, and country songs from the 1930s and '40s to Marcel Dupré,
Claude Debussy, and Gyorgy Ligeti, performed live onstage by Mark Morris Dance Group Music
Director Colin Fowler (keyboards) and Andrew Trombley (bass).

For MOON, Morris collaborated with a celebrated creative team to create a richly layered stage
environment. Projection designer Wendall K. Harrington, in her first collaboration with Morris,
crafted a vivid visual world evoking both the “mathematical magic” of the moon landing and the
romantic imagery that has kept generations moonstruck. The dancers wear costumes by Isaac
Mizrahi, with lighting by Mike Faba, and the set is completed with astronaut sculptures by
Ottmar Horl.

On March 28, the company presents the New York premiere of Via Dolorosa, a deeply moving
meditation on devotion and humanity, taking its title from the processional route traditionally
associated with the Stations of the Cross. Unfolding against a painted backdrop by British artist
Howard Hodgkin, Morris sets the dance to The Street by acclaimed composer Nico Muhly, a
luminous solo harp score inspired by texts by Alice Goodman, performed live onstage by
renowned harpist Parker Ramsay. Prior to this engagement, Via Dolorosa has been performed
only once in 2024 at Cal Performances, Berkeley, CA.

The program also includes V, which returns to the BAM stage where it made its New York
premiere in 2001. Set to Robert Schumann’s Quintet in E-flat Major, Op. 44, and performed live
by the company’s Music Ensemble, the work, dedicated to the City of New York, translates the
score’s shifting moods into buoyant group patterns and intimate duets, often described by critics
as unusually “life-affirming” and radiant in its musical clarity.

“This anniversary season reflects the vitality of the company today and our continued
commitment to making and presenting new work,” said Executive Director Nancy Umanoff.
“With the addition of these two New York premieres, the company’s repertory at BAM now
encompasses more than 71 unique works—underscoring our dedication to ambitious, musically-
driven choreography and meaningful engagement with audiences.”

Founded in New York City in 1980 by artistic director and choreographer Mark Morris, praised
by The New York Times as “the most successful and influential choreographer alive, and
indisputably the most musical,” the Mark Morris Dance Group has been called “the preeminent
modern dance organization of our time” (Yo-Yo Ma). lts members have received the “highest
praise for their technical aplomb, their musicality, and their sheer human authenticity.”
(Bloomberg News).

Live music and community engagement are vital components of the Mark Morris Dance Group,
which has toured with its own musicians, the MMDG Music Ensemble, since 1996. Led by
Music Director Colin Fowler since 2005, the Ensemble’s repertory ranges from 17th and 18th
century works by J.S. Bach and Henry Purcell to more recent scores by Ethan Iverson, Lou
Harrison, Henry Cowell and Burt Bacharach. The musicians also participate in the Dance
Group’s educational and community programming at home and on tour.



The Mark Morris Dance Center, opened in Brooklyn in 2001, is the home of the Dance Group
and provides educational opportunities in dance and music to people of all ages and abilities.

The 20252026 season marks the company’s 45th anniversary, a celebration of MMDG’s
extraordinary legacy of artistic excellence, innovation, and connection through music and dance.

For press information, contact Sarah Garvey at sgarvey@BAM.org.
For information about MMDG, contact Kimberly Giannelli at kimberly@theprsocial.com.

Credits
Bloomberg Philanthropies is the Season Sponsor

Leadership support for BAM’s strategic initiatives provided by Mellon Foundation
Leadership support for BAM Access Programs provided by the Jerome L. Greene Foundation
Leadership support for BAM programming provided by Howard Gilman Foundation

Leadership support for theater and dance at BAM and BAM Education programs provided by The SHS
Foundation

Leadership support for dance at BAM provided by The Harkness Foundation for Dance

Leadership support for every season provided by the BAM Board of Trustees, led by Diane L. Max, Chair
& Vice Chairs Juliet Moser and Tim Sebunya

Leadership support for BAM’s programming and initiatives provided by: Valerie Berlin; brigittenyc; Janel
Callon; William I. Campbell & Christine Wachter-Campbell; Jeanne Donovan Fisher; Judith R. & Alan H.
Fishman; The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, Inc.; Gotham Organization, Inc. Alex Katz
Foundation; Adam E. Max (in memoriam) & Diane L. Max; Scott C. McDonald; Darnell-Moser Charitable
Fund; Henry and Lucy Moses Fund, Inc.; Donald A. Pels Charitable Trust; PM The Przymusinski Fund;
Emilia Sherifova; Jennifer Small & Adam Wolfensohn; Starry Night Fund at The Chicago Community
Foundation; Axel Stawski & Galia Meiri Stawski; Robert Tichio; Nora Ann Wallace; James Wilentz & Robin
Maxwell;

Major support for BAM’s programming and initiatives provided by: Cheryl & Joe Della Rosa; Steven &
Susan Felsher; Barry M. Fox; The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation; Susan Kane; Robin & Edgar
Lampert; James |. McLaren & Lawton W. Fitt; Nadia G. McSherry Trust; Richard & Ronay Menschel; The
Ambrose Monell Foundation; Eri Nishikawa; The Jerome Robbins Foundation, Inc.; The Morris and Alma
Schapiro Fund; Dr. Sheila A. Cain & Bart Sheehan; Brian Stafford & Céline Dufétel; Joseph A. Stern

The BAM facilities are owned by the City of New York and benefit from public funds provided through the
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs with support from Mayor Zohran Mamdani; the New York
City Council including Council Speaker Julie Menin, Councilmember Crystal Hudson, and the Brooklyn
Delegation of the Council; and Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso. BAM would also like to
thank the Brooklyn Delegations of the New York State Assembly and New York State Senate,
Assemblymember Phara Souffrant Forrest, and Senator Andrew Gounardes. BAM is also grateful for the
leadership of Senate Majority Leader Charles D. Schumer, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, Representative
Nydia M. Velazquez, and Representative Daniel S. Goldman.
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