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DEAR EDUCATOR
Welcome to the Study Guide for the 
documentary film Trashed that you 
and your students will be attending as 
part of BAM’s School-time Screening 
Series. What happens to all of the 
trash that we produce? Where does it 
go and what impact does its disposal 
have on our environment, our economy, 
and our society? British filmmaker 
Candida Brady sets out to find answers 
to those questions in her thought-
provoking documentary film. This brave, 
investigative journey is led by award-
winning actor Jeremy Irons, who travels 
around the world to beautiful destinations 
tainted by pollution. With stunning 
cinematography showing the contrast 
between the beauty of the natural world 
and the damage done by our “throw-
away” habits, an original score from 
Oscar-winning composer Vangelis, and 
Irons’ probing and eye-opening quest for 
answers, this film provides a wonderful 
opportunity to engage your students in 
the environmental challenges we face. In 
addition, this film can serve as a catalyst 
to explore active ways students can make 
changes in their habits that will have a 
positive impact on the planet.

“We’ve made this movie, because there 
are so many people who feel strongly the 
urgent need for the problem of ‘waste’ 
and ‘sustainability’ to be addressed,”

“There is an equally urgent need for 
the most imaginative and productive 
solutions to this troublesome subject to 
be understood and shared by as many 
communities as possible throughout the 
world. This is where movies can play 
such an important role, educating society, 
bringing ‘difficult’ subjects to the broadest 
possible audience.” —Jeremy Irons

YOUR VISIT TO BAM
The BAM program includes: this study 
guide, a pre-screening workshop in your 
classroom led by a teaching artist, and 
the screening on Monday, April 22nd (1 
hour 30 minutes) immediately followed 
by a post-show discussion and interactive 
activity. (30—40 minutes). 

Please arrange for your students to 
stay and participate in this unique 
question-and-answer session.

HOW TO USE 
THIS GUIDE
Arts experiences resonate most strongly 
for students when themes and ideas from 
the film can be aligned to your current 
curriculum. This resource guide has been 
created to provide you with background 
information to help you prepare your 
students to see Trashed. Depending 
on your needs, you may choose to use 
certain sections that directly pertain to 
your curriculum, or use the guide in its 
entirety.  We encourage you to photocopy 
and share pages of this guide with your 
students.  In addition, at the end of this 
guide you will find suggested classroom 
activities, pre and post-visit screening 
questions, and links to resources that you 
can explore and implement before or after 
seeing the film.  

The overall goals of this guide are to: 

 Connect to your curriculum   
 with standards-based information  
 and activities;

 Reinforce and encourage your   
 students to exercise their critical and  
 analytical thinking skills; and, 

 provide you and your students   
 with the necessary tools to have  
 an engaging, educational, and   
 inspiring experience at BAM.
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The US has 5% of the world’s population 
but we consume 30% of the world’s 
resources and create 30% of the world’s 
waste.

 99% of what we harvest, mine, 
process, and transport get thrown 
away within six months.

 Less than 4% of our original 
forests remain in the US; 80% of the 
planet’s original forests are gone.
In the Amazon alone we lose 2000 
trees a minute—the equivalent of 
seven football fields.

 The average American produces 
about 4.4 pounds of garbage per day, 
29 pounds per week, and 1,600 
pounds a year.

 In the US we use 60,000 
plastic bags every five seconds and 
Americans buy half a billion plastic 
bottles of water a week, enough to 
circle the globe five times. 

 Plastic bags do not biodegrade. 
Light breaks them down into 
smaller and smaller particles that 
contaminate the soil and water and 
are expensive and difficult to remove.

 When the small particles from 
photodegraded plastic bags get into 
the water, they are ingested by filter 
feeding marine animals. Biotoxins 
like PCBs that are in the particles 
are then passed up the food chain, 
including up to humans.

 Less than 1% of plastic bags are 
recycled each year. Recycling one ton 
of plastic bags costs $4,000 and the 
recycled product can be sold for $32.

 We have produced more plastic 
in the last ten years than during the 
entire last century.

 After Ireland created a 15-cent 
charge per plastic bag in 2002, bag 
consumption dropped by 90%.

 Every year, Americans throw away 
enough paper and plastic cups, forks, 
and spoons to circle the equator 
three-hundred times.

 Between Thanksgiving and New 
Year’s, an extra million tons of waste 
is generated each week.

Sources:  www.storyofstuff.com, www.plasticoceans.
net, www.cleanair.org

Introductory Activity
Acitivity 1: Trash Inventory

Warm-up: Share the information above 
with students prior to attending the 
screening and discuss the following:

 Did any of this information 
surprise you? If so, what? Why was it 
surprising?

 What do these numbers and 
statistics tell us about our society 
today? About your own personal 
habits?

 Do you think these numbers 
and statistics would be the same if 
they were reported fifty years ago? 
Why? Why not? How might they be 
different?

 What do you think will be the long-
term impacts of these numbers and 
statistics if we don’t make changes?

Activity:  After the discussion, provide 
students with the “Trash Inventory” 
sheet (an insert provided in this guide). 
Explain that for one day they will be 
asked to write down everything they 
throw away from the time they wake 
up to the time they go to bed.  Have 
students share the results from their 
inventories and discuss:

 How much of what you threw away 
could be reused, recycled, or passed 
on for someone else to use? (This 
includes packaging, wrappers, etc.)

 How much of what you purchased 
during the day ended up in the trash?

 What do you think happens to your 
trash after you dispose of it?  Where 
does it go?

 Why do you think it matters to 
know where your trash goes?

 How often do you think about what 
happens with your trash when you 
are purchasing items?

 What could you do to lessen the 
amount of trash you dispose of?

As an extension to this activity, see 
the “Where Does it Go?” activity on the 
Curriculum Connections page (page 
seven) of this guide.

Standards:  CCRST6-12 Reading 1-9; Writing 1-9; 
Speaking & Listening 1-6; Language 1-6; Blueprint:  
Making Connections

NUMBERS TELL A STORY

http://www.storyofstuff.com
http://www.plasticoceans.net
http://www.plasticoceans.net
http://www.cleanair.org
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While “going green” and the “three Rs 
(recycle, reduce, reuse)” have been the 
environmental buzzwords of the past 
decade, our current approach to facing a 
planet in crisis has shifted to the broader 
concept of sustainability.  The numbers 
and statistics indicate that if we don’t 
start making some major changes, our 
planet won’t be able to sustain life as 
we know it. In order for students to 
grasp the challenges we face related to 
waste disposal, it is crucial for them to 
understand the concept of sustainability 
and the chain of events that encompass 
it. What follows is a three-part activity 
and overview exploring the concept of 
sustainability drawn from two excellent 
resources: The Story of Stuff film (www.
storyofstuff.com) and the Buy, Use, 
Toss curricula associated with the film 
(www.facingthefuture.org). Both are 
comprehensive and highly recommended 
resources to use before your visit to BAM. 

SUSTAINABILITY:
WHAT IS IT?
Begin by sharing the following quote 
with the class: “We cannot simply think 
of our survival; each new generation is 
responsible to ensure the survival of the 
seventh generation. The prophecy given 
to us, tells us that what we do today 
will affect the seventh generation and 
because of this we must bear in mind our 
responsibility to them today and always.” 
(Great Law of the Iroquois)

DISCUSS:
Who do you think said this?
What does this mean to you?
What do you know about the way Native 
Americans related to nature and the earth?
Do you think this prophecy has been 
fulfilled in a positive or negative way?
How does this apply to the environmental 
challenges we face today?
 

Next, share the following definition with 
the class: “Sustainability is meeting our 
current needs without limiting the ability 
of people to meet their needs in the 
future.” (Buy, Use, Toss)

DISCUSS:
How does this definition compare to the 
quote?

Based on this definition, do you think that 
our current way of life is sustainable? Why 
or why not?
In what areas are we failing to make 
sustainable choices? 
What will be the consequences of these 
non-sustainable choices and actions?

SUSTAINABILITY:  A 
CHAIN OF EVENTS
Everything we purchase, from food to 
electronics must go through the following 
five steps. Introduce these steps to 
students:

Extraction: the process of deriving or 
obtaining natural resources from the land 
(What resources are needed for each 
component of the product and how are 
they obtained?)

Production: the process of manufacturing 
or creating material goods and products 
(Where and how is the product 
manufactured?)

Distribution: the shipment, delivery, 
promotion, and sale of an item or line of 
merchandise to individual customers in a 
region (How is the product distributed?)

Consumption: the purchase of goods 
and services for direct use or ownership 
(Where and how is the product sold?)

Disposal:  the process of getting rid of or 
discarding something (Where and how is 
the product disposed of?)

Divide the class into six groups and assign 
each group one of the following products:  
Big Mac, Patagonia winter coat, cup of 
Starbucks coffee, pair of Nike sneakers, 
pair of Gap jeans, and an iPod.  In their 
groups, have students research and map 
their product through each of the steps 
above, using the questions in parenthesis 
to guide their mapping process. Remind 
students that packaging is one of the 
key components they should keep in 
mind when mapping.  (Note:  All of 
these companies have information about 
their carbon footprint on their main web 
pages.  Keywords or pages on the sites to 
look for when researching and mapping 
are:  corporate responsibility policy, 
carbon footprint, supply chain disclosure, 
sustainability, environmental footprint, and 
environmental responsibility.)

ASSESSING 
SUSTAINABILITY
After completing the section above, have 
groups use the following questions to 
research and assess what affects the 
extraction, production, distribution, 
consumption, and disposal of their 
product has on the economy, the 
environment, and society.

Economy:  
How are local, national and international 
economies affected?
Are meaningful job opportunities created?
Is there long-term economic gain for 
people and communities?

Environment:
How are plants and animals affected?
How are air, water, and soil affected?
What is the long-term impact on the 
environment?

Society
How are people’s lives affected?
How are cultures affected?
Do some of the people benefit at the 
expense of others?

Standards:  CCRST6-12 Reading 1-9; Writing 1-9; 
Speaking & Listening 1-6; Language 1-6; Blueprint:  
Making Connections, Community and Cultural Resources; 
Career and Lifelong Learning

COTTON GRASS is a kind of flower that 
looks like white fuzzy hair.  It can be found 
in Icelandic meadows near marshes and 
bogs.
*Share the following photograph of Cotton 
Grass with students:  

http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/
photography/photo-of-the-day/cotton-grass-
iceland/ 

http://http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-of-the-day/cotton-grass-iceland/%20
http://www.storyofstuff/
http://www.storyofstuff/
http://www.facingthefuture.org
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-of-the-day/cotton-grass-iceland/
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-of-the-day/cotton-grass-iceland/
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-of-the-day/cotton-grass-iceland/
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“Our enormously productive 
economy...demands that 
we make consumption 
our way of life, that we 
convert the buying and 
use of goods into 
rituals, that we seek 
our spiritual satisfaction, 
our ego satisfaction, 
in consumption...we 
need things consumed, 
burned up, replaced 
and discarded at an 
ever-accelerating rate.”
Victor Lebow, Journal of Retailing: 
Price Competition in 1955

 

THROW-AWAY SOCIETY
In the film Trashed, Jeremy Irons refers 
to present-day society as a “throw-away” 
society.  Many others have used the term 
“disposable society” to describe our current 
approach to consumerism. With 99% of 
what we extract, produce, distribute, and 
purchase being disposed of in six months, 
these labels certainly seem fitting. In 
order to understand what drives this, it 
is useful for students to be familiar with 
two concepts:  planned obsolescence and 
perceived obsolescence.  

Planned obsolescence means that 
manufacturers design products to break, 
become out-of-date, or become useless 
within a given time frame so that we will 
throw it away and buy a new one. This 
ensures that consumers will have to buy a 
product multiple times, thereby stimulating 
the demand for the product. Cell phones 
and computers are perfect examples of 
this, often containing microchips designed 
to wear out in 5—6 years.  

Perceived obsolescence convinces us 
to throw away stuff that is still perfectly 
useful, often by changing the look of the 
product. The fashion industry is driven 
by perceived obsolescence. Despite the 
fact that our clothing or shoes may be 
in perfectly fine structural shape, when 
the trends change, we feel pressured to 
change our wardrobe along with them, 
due to perceived obsolescence.  

DISCUSS:  
Share Lebow’s quote above and the 
definitions of planned and perceived 
obsolescence with students and discuss 
how they confront these concepts in their 
daily lives.  Discuss how these concepts 
add to our waste disposal problem.  

ADDITIONAL VOCABULARY 
Carbon footprint: a tool for measuring the 
impact a person, product, or process has 
on the climate; its literal meaning refers to 
the amount of greenhouse gases (carbon 
dioxide) emitted

Ecological footprint: the area of the 
Earth’s productive surface that it takes to 
produce the goods and services necessary 
to support a particular lifestyle

Globalization: the interconnection of 
economies, societies, and cultures across 
the globe

Landfill: a place where garbage is 
buried; a typical landfill is lined with 
plastic to protect the surrounding soil and 
groundwater, and new garbage is covered 
with soil each day

Incinerator: a facility in which waste is 
burned

Recycling: the process of turning used 
materials into new products

Toxic run-off: chemical residue from 
pesticides, fertilizers, industrial facilities, 
and vehicles that gets carried into 
waterways directly during disposal or 
indirectly through rain and irrigation, and 
becomes harmful to the natural habitat

Dioxin: a highly toxic environmental 
pollutant that is released during industrial 
processes like incineration

Heavy metals: individual metals and 
metal compounds that negatively affect 
people’s health; exposure can be through 
inhalation of air pollutants, consumption of 
contaminated drinking water, exposure to 
contaminated soils or industrial waste, or 
consumption of contaminated food

Great Pacific Garbage Patch: massive 
areas of man-made marine debris (small 
bits of floating plastic) concentrated in the 
North Pacific Ocean  

Sources: www.storyofstuff.com, www.facingthefuture.
org (Buy, Use, Toss curricula), www.marinedebris.
noaa.gov

WASTE AWAY

http://www.storyofstuff.com
http://www.facingthefuture.org
http://www.facingthefuture.org
http://www.marinedebris.noaa.gov
http://www.marinedebris.noaa.gov


THE SOCIAL-ISSUE DOCUMENTARY
In addition to being an excellent entry-
point for a class exploration of current 
environmental issues, Trashed can 
also be used to exercise your student’s 
critical and analytical viewing skills. 
Within the genre of documentary film, 
Trashed falls into the genre of social-
issue documentary. A social-issue 
documentary exposes and investigates 
a specific angle of a social issue, 
and aims to spark the viewer into 
action. What follows is an activity that 
introduces students to social-issue 
documentaries. It has been derived 
from a comprehensive mini-curriculum 
created by the PBS. 

The full unit is highly recommended 
for classes studying media and film 
and can be found here: www.pbs.org/
pov/behindthelens/lessonplan2.php#.
USUsVKUsngI. 

Blueprint: Film Literacy

WHAT MAKES IT UNIQUE?

Begin with the following questions:

 What is a documentary film?  
Describe one that you have seen.

 How is a documentary film 
different from a fictional film? (We 
expect that documentaries are the 
“truth.”)

 What do you think a social-issue 
documentary is? (A non-fictional film 
that investigates a specific angle of a 
social issue.)

 What goals does a filmmaker 
working in this style have? (To raise 
awareness, incite anger or action, 
educate, expose.)

 What challenges does a filmmaker 
working in this style confront? (The 
challenge of raising money and 
funds, getting people to talk about 
controversial subjects, backlash from 
opposing forces, etc.)

 What obligations does a 
filmmaker working in this style have? 
(Obligations to their subjects, the 
subject matter, to their funders, to the 
integrity of their story.)

HOW IS IT CONSTRUCTED?

As a class, brainstorm and create a list 
of the different components that make 
up a documentary film.  (Examples may 
include:  interviews, reenactments, still 
images, archival footage, etc.)  
Screen a three to five minute clip 
(extracted segment) from one of the 
documentaries listed in the “Resources” 
section on page seven, and have the 
students take notes about what different 
components they notice. 
 
Have students share what they observed 
with the class, and then discuss:

 How do you think these pieces are 
put together? (Editing)

 Who is putting them together?  
(Director/Editor)

 What was their perspective?  How 
did they feel about the issue?

 What did they want the viewer to 
feel about the issue?

 How did they try and persuade the 
viewer to feel that way?

 How do you think the filmmaker 
decided what footage to use and not 
to use?

APPLYING WHAT 
THEY’VE LEARNED 
TO TRASHED
PRE-SCREENING
Content:

 When you throw something away, what 
happens to it?  Where does it go?

 How much do you know about where 
the clothing you are wearing today was 
made, who made it, and the working 
conditions of the laborers?

 Do you think industries want 
consumers to know this information?  

 Do you think that globalization has 
had an impact on the way we consume 
(buy products) and dispose (get rid of 
products)?

Technique:

 Notice how the host of the film, Jeremy 
Irons, interacts with the people he is 
interviewing in the film.

 Notice how the components are edited 
in order to persuade us to feel a certain 
way about the topic.

POST-SCREENING
Content:

 What are the different options for 
disposing of or reducing solid waste?

 What are the pros and cons of each of 
these methods for disposing waste?

 How does waste from consumer 
products affect people, environments, and 
local economies?

 What sustainable solutions are 
presented in the film for waste 
management?

Technique:

 Were there attempts to persuade? 
If so, what did the filmmaker(s) want 
viewers to think?

 Were factual claims made? 
Could you tell what the *sources were for 
the factual claims made?
*All sources can be found on the film 
website:  www.trashedfilm.com

6Curriculum Connections

http://www.pbs.org/pov/behindthelens/lessonplan2.php#.USUsVKUsngI
http://www.pbs.org/pov/behindthelens/lessonplan2.php#.USUsVKUsngI
http://www.pbs.org/pov/behindthelens/lessonplan2.php#.USUsVKUsngI
C:\Users\rgordon\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\ZYRYH5K0\www.trashedfilm.com
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS & RESOURCES

Curriculum Connections

NY WASTE: WHERE DOES IT GO?

How many New Yorkers actually know 
what happens to their trash?  Not many.  
Elizabeth Royte was one of them, so 
she decided to find out exactly what 
happens. Royte’s book, Garbage Land: 
On the Secret Trail of Trash details the 
history and current state of the NYC’s 
waste disposal system.  Royte also 
shares insights and information from 
the book in the eight-minute video, City 
of Systems: Waste Disposal, sponsored 
by Urban Omnibus and found here:  
www.urbanomnibus.net/2011/11/
city-of-systems-waste-removal/.  This 
video provides a great overview of the 
NYC waste disposal system.  Share this 
video with students before or after the 
screening.  This video can also be viewed 
after doing the Introductory Activity on 
page three of this guide.

Standards:  CCRST6-12 Speaking & Listening 1-6; 
Language 1-6; Blueprint:  Making Connections

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE

Have students choose one item from their 
“Trash Inventory” that can be recycled 
and use the www.nyc.gov website (put 
“Wasteless” in the website search engine 
to be directed to specific information 
about NYC’s recycling program) to 
research what happens to their item 
after it goes in the recycling bin.  For 
homework, have students use the website 
www.earth911.com to research five 
specific ways (i.e. bring reusable bags 
to the grocery store, use refillable water 
bottles, etc.) they can reduce, reuse, and 
recycle in their daily lives, and report their 
findings to the class.

Standards:  CCRST6-12 Reading 1-9; Writing 1-9; 
Speaking & Listening 1-6; Language 1-6; Blueprint:  
Making Connections 

NO IMPACT

Share the trailer (www.noimpactproject.
org/movie/) for the film No Impact Man 
about a man who decides to do an 
experiment to see if he, his wife, their 
young daughter, and their dog could live 
for a year in NYC without leaving any 
sort of carbon footprint. After viewing 
the trailer, share the definition of carbon 
footprint provided on page five of this 
guide and brainstorm what an experiment 
like this would entail. Divide the class 
into six groups and assign each group 
one of the following topics: Electricity, 
Transportation, Food, Clothing, Toiletries, 

and Waste Disposal.  In their groups, 
students must list everything covered by 
their topic that this family would need to 
give up in order to remove their carbon 
footprint.  In addition, each group must 
come up with alternative ways that these 
needs could be satisfied.  Have each 
group share their findings with the class 
and discuss the pros and cons of an 
experiment such as this one.

Standards:  CCRST6-12 Speaking & Listening 1-6; 
Language 1-6; Blueprint:  Making Connections

KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL

Share the famous Keep America Beautiful 
public service announcement featuring 
“Chief Iron Eyes Cody,” one of the first 
attempts to raise awareness about the 
environment and pollution. The video can 
be viewed here, as well as the history 
behind the PSA: www.aef.com/exhibits/
social_responsibility/ad_council/2278

Standards:  CCRST 6-12 Speaking & Listening 1-6; 
Language 1-6; Blueprint:  Literacy, Making Connections

CARBON FOOTPRINT CALCULATOR

Have students calculate their carbon 
footprint here:  www.nature.org/
greenliving/carboncalculator/

IN THE NEWS

Have students choose one of the 
following environment topics that interests 
them based on the list of news article 
titles below to research further and write 
a report on. Have students present their 
written reports in class as if it were a 
televised news segment.
“Gray Whale’s Death a Wakeup Call about 
Plastics” 
“Great Garbage Patch Not So Great After 
All”
“Buying Local:  How it Boosts the 
Economy”
“America’s First No-Packaging Grocery 
Store to Open in Austin”
“Hydrofracking Poses Far More Risks than 
Benefits”

Standards:  CCRST6-12 Reading 1-9; Writing 1-9; 
Speaking & Listening 1-6; Language 1-6; Blueprint:  
Making Theater, Making Connections

EARTH DAY

Thirty-three years ago, on April 22, 
Gaylord Nelson, a U.S. Senator from 
Wisconsin, announced the idea for an 

event that would rally people across the 
country and inform the masses of the 
dangers of air and water pollution and 
raise environmental consciousness.  As a 
class create an Earth Day “constitution” 
that outlines beliefs and values 
associated with maintaining a sustainable 
environment and action steps that can 
be taken in class, at school, and at 
home to reduce carbon and ecological 
footprints.  Have students plan an Earth 
Day event at school with skits, musical 
performances, and videos that can be 
presented in a school assembly; art work 
and posters that can be put on display; 
and/or a community-based volunteer 
activity connected to addressing local 
environmental issues.

Standards:  CCRST6-12 Reading 1-9; Writing 1-9; 
Speaking & Listening 1-6; Language 1-6; Blueprint:  
Making Film, Community and Cultural Resources; Career 
and Lifelong Learning

RESOURCES 

Books
Garbage Land by Elizabeth Royte
No Impact Man by Colin Beavan
Field Notes from a Catastrophe by 
Elizabeth Kolbert
Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser
The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael 
Pollan
In the Defense of Food by Michael Pollan
Food, Inc. by Karl Weber
The World Without Us by Alan Weisman
The Monkey Wrench Gang by Edward 
Abbey (fiction)
Silent Spring by Rachel Carson

Websites
www.greenschoolsalliance.org/
www.storyofstuff.org/
www.noimpactproject.org/
www.350.org/en/people/schools
www.earth911.com
www.wastefilm.com

Films
Waste Land (2010)
Bag It (2010)
Food, Inc. (2009)
Garbage Dreams (2009)
No Impact Man (2008)
An Inconvenient Truth (2006)

http://www.urbanomnibus.net/2011/11/city-of-systems-waste-removal/
http://www.urbanomnibus.net/2011/11/city-of-systems-waste-removal/
http://www.nyc.gov
http://www.earth911.com
http://www.noimpactproject.org/movie/
http://www.noimpactproject.org/movie/
http://www.aef.com/exhibits/social_responsibility/ad_council/2278
http://www.aef.com/exhibits/social_responsibility/ad_council/2278
http://www.nature.org/greenliving/carboncalculator/
http://www.nature.org/greenliving/carboncalculator/
http://www.350.org/en/people/schools
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Sprague Educational and Charitable Foundation
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Endowment for Education and Humanities Programs; Irene 
Diamond Fund; and The Robert and Joan Catell Fund for 
Education Programs.

Your tax dollars make BAM programs possible through 
funding from:

BAM would like to thank the Brooklyn Delegations of the 
New York State Assembly, Joseph R. Lentol, Delegation 
Leader; and New York Senate, Senator Velmanette 
Montgomery, Delegation Leader. The BAM facilities are 
owned by the City of New York and benefit from public 
funds provided through the New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs with support from Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg; Cultural Affairs Commissioner Kate D. Levin; 
the New York City Council including Council Speaker 
Christine C. Quinn, Finance Committee Chair Domenic 
M. Recchia, Jr., Cultural Affairs Committee Chair Jimmy 
Van Bramer, the Brooklyn Delegation of the Council, and 
Councilwoman Letitia James; and Brooklyn Borough 
President Marty Markowitz.

Trashed

Credits

About BAM Department of Education 
& Humanities

BAM Education is dedicated to bringing the 
most vibrant, exciting artists and their creations 
to student audiences. The department presents 
performances and screenings of theater, dance, 
music, opera, and film in a variety of programs. 
In addition to the work on stage, programs take 
place both in school and at BAM that give context 
for the performances, and include workshops with 
artists and BAM staff members, study guides, and 
classes in art forms that young people may never 
have had access to before. These programs include 
Shakespeare Teaches, AfricanDanceBeat, Afri-
canMusicBeat, Dancing into the Future, Young 
Critics, Young Film Critics, Brooklyn Reads, Arts 
& Justice, and our Screening programs, as well as 
topically diverse professional development work-
shops for teachers and administrators. 

BAM Education also serves family audiences 
with BAMfamily concerts, the BAMfamily Book 
Brunch, and the annual BAMkids Film Festival. 
In addition, BAM Education collaborates with 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation 
to provide an arts and humanities curriculum to 
students who perform on stage in BAM’s 
DanceAfrica program. 

Humanities at BAM 

BAM presents a variety of programs to promote 
creative thinking and ongoing learning. The 
Artist Talk series, in conjunction with mainstage 
programming, enriches audiences’ experience 
during the Next Wave Festival and the Winter/
Spring Season. The Iconic Artist Talk series, 
launched as part of BAM’s 150th anniversary 
celebrations, features iconic artists and companies 
examining the evolution of their work at BAM over 

the years through on-screen projections of original 
footage and images from the BAM Hamm Archives.
In September 2012, BAM launched On Truth 
(and Lies), a series hosted by philosopher Simon 
Critchley that explores the ambiguity of reality with 
prominent artists and thinkers, as a co-presentation 
with the Onassis Cultural Center NY.
 
Humanities at BAM also include year-round literary 
programs: Unbound, a new fall series presented 
in partnership with Greenlight Bookstore that 
celebrates contemporary books and authors from 
across the literary spectrum, and the ongoing Eat, 
Drink & Be Literary series in partnership with the 
National Book Awards, in the spring.
 
The department also hosts master classes, 
including the Backstage Seminar, a series of 
workshops on the process of theater-making 
with BAM’s production staff and guest artists. 

Department of Education and Humanities Staff:

Stephanie Hughley: VP Education & Humanities
Suzanne Youngerman, Ph.D.: Director of 
Education & Family Programs
John P. Tighe, DMA: Assistant Director
Violaine Huisman: Humanities Director
John S. Foster, Ph.D.: Education Manager
Gwendolyn Kelso: Program Manager
Eveline Chang: Program Manager
Shana Parker: Event Manager
Jennifer Leeson: Administrative Coordinator
Nathan Gelgud: Box Office Manager/Program 
Associate
Tamar McKay: Administrative Assistant
Molly Silberberg: Humanities Assistant
Rebekah Gordon: Administrative Assistant
Hannah Max: Humanities Intern
Lulu Earle: Education Intern

Study Guide Writer:
Nicole Kempskie is a playwright, lyricist and 
theatre and media educator. She currently 
manages the School & Family Programs at the 
Paley Center for Media, is a teaching artist for 
BAM, a lead facilitator for the Broadway Teacher’s 
Lab, and is an Adjunct professor in CCNY’s 
Education Theatre program. She has worked as a 
consultant and teaching artist for NYC DOE, Arts 
Connection, TADA, Brooklyn Arts Exchange, Step-
Up Drama, the McCarter Theatre, North Shore 
Music Theatre, Music Theatre International, Tams-
Witmark, Disney, TheatreworksUSA, Broadway 
Classroom, and is the co-founder of Brooklyn 
Children’s Theatre. Her most recent full-length 
musical, Helen on 86th St., premiered Off-
Broadway in the spring of 2010. She holds an MA 
in Theatre and Sociology from the Gallatin School 
at NYU, was a contributing writer and professional 
development leader for the DOE’s Moving Image 
Blueprint and served as a juror for the children’s 
division of the International Emmy Awards.
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