
 

 

 

 

 

 

TransCultural Express fall programming announced 

A specially-commissioned sculptural sound art by Rachel Owens to be 
exhibited in Siberia and Brooklyn simultaneously, Oct—Dec  

BAMcinématek presents the first complete US retrospective of late 
filmmaker Aleksei Balabanov, Dec 3—10 

Author Ian Frazier attends Krasnoyarsk book fair in Siberia, Oct 31—Nov 4 

 

Brooklyn, NY/Oct 3, 2013—TransCultural Express: American and Russian Arts Today, a collaborative 
artistic venture between BAM and the Mikhail Prokhorov Fund, continues its programming this fall with 
art, film, and literary events. TransCultural Express will connect Brooklyn and Siberia with a specially-
commissioned sculptural sound art by Brooklyn-based artist Rachel Owens, exhibited simultaneously 
in Brooklyn and in Siberia this fall. A film retrospective of the renowned Russian director Aleksei 
Balabanov will screen at BAMcinématek in December, and acclaimed New York writer Ian Frazier will 
participate in the Krasnoyarsk Book Culture Fair. 
 
TransCultural Express commissioned Rachel Owens to create an art work that will render the idea of 
cultural exchange tangible. Almost Antipodeans are twin works of sculpture with sound components 
that have been simultaneously installed at the Mira Square of the Krasnoyarsk Museum Center in 
Siberia as part of its Biennale and the Peter Jay Sharp Lower Lobby of BAM Fisher as part of the 
BAMart program. 
 
Each of the two works that make up Almost Antipodeans is a “throne” composed of a section of 
aluminum stadium bleachers crowned by multiple stereo speakers of various sizes which become a 
visual seatback. The pieces are covered in their entirety in gold leaf. The multi-channel speakers emit 
recordings of human voices and ambient sounds. Owens produced these soundtracks by asking 
Brooklynites and Krasnoyarskians to answer the open ended question “What do you see?” The New 
Yorkers’ answers were translated into Russian and broadcast in the Krasnoyarsk version, while the 
smaller twin piece installation at BAM Fisher broadcasts answers by Krasnoyarskians translated into 
English. As part of the Transcultural experience, Owens also held a workshop with local artists in 
Krasnoyarsk in September. 
  



Owens was inspired by the fact that Krasnoyarsk and Brooklyn are almost exactly on opposite sides of 
the globe from one another. (An “antipode” of a place is the point on Earth diametrically opposed to it.) 
She wanted a piece that showed people what their counterparts on their global opposite were seeing 
and thinking. She refers to the shapes as thrones. However, instead of being a symbol of absolute 
power, they are “democratic resting spots” where anyone can sit and listen to the thoughts of other 
ordinary people, half a world away. The art work will be continuously exhibited at BAM Fisher until the 
end of the 2013 BAM Next Wave Festival.      
 
Irina Prokhorova, Founder of the Mikhail Prokhorov Fund, reiterated that “the joint TransCultural 
Express project by the Mikhail Prokhorov Fund and BAM are brought about by our keen interest in 
promoting the exchange of ideas and cultural achievements between Russia and the USA. The 
installation by Rachel Owens makes an effective contribution to this exchange of opinions and cross-
cultural cooperation by helping the residents of Krasnoyarsk and Brooklyn tune up to the same 
wavelength.”   
 
From December 3 to 10, BAMcinématek presents a complete retrospective of Aleksei Balabanov—the 
first of its kind in the US—at BAM Rose Cinemas. The self-proclaimed “anti-establishment rock'n'roller 
of Russian film” became known for his unflinching perspective of corruption in his post-Soviet homeland 
before his untimely death this past May. This eight-day series showcases all 13 of Balabanov’s feature 
films (as well as several shorts), ranging from dark comedies to grisly crime dramas, and features a 
brand new 35mm print of The Castle (1994), his adaptation of Kafka’s unfinished novel. Complete 
details will be announced in November.   
 
In addition, author Ian Frazier will attend the Krasnoyarsk Book Culture Fair, held from Oct 31 to Nov 4. 
He will talk about his book Travels in Siberia, conduct a workshop for Siberian journalists, and 
participate in panel discussions. A staff writer for The New Yorker, Frazier is the author of numerous 
celebrated books, including Great Plains, On the Rez, Family, and most recently, Travels in Siberia, a 
vivid nonfiction account of Russia’s vast northeastern territory. 
 
For press information and interview requests, contact Sandy Sawotka, ssawotka@BAM.org or 718.636.4190; 
David Hsieh, dhsieh@BAM.org or 718.636.4129 x9. For press information on the BAMcinématek program, 
contact Lisa Thomas, lthomas@BAM.org or 718.724.8023. 
 
About the artist 
Rachel Owens is a Brooklyn-based artist known for using found objects and detritus as the basis of her 
sculptures and monumental installations. Owens has been included in exhibitions at the Austrian 
Cultural Forum, Lehman Maupin, Socrates Sculpture Park, New Museum Window, Apex Art and others 
both nationally and internationally. She recently had her fourth solo show at Ziehersmith Gallery in 
Chelsea. Her work has been reviewed widely, including in The New York Times, The New Yorker, and 
Art in America. 
 
About BAMart 
BAM and the contemporary visual arts have a long-standing connection. From its inception in 1983, the 
Next Wave Festival has commissioned work by renowned visual artists such as Roy Lichtenstein, 
Susan Rothenberg, and Willem de Kooning. Currently BAM invites one or two artists per season to 
provide cover art for the BAMbill, the house program distributed to each audience member. These 
works are also displayed in the lobbies of the Peter Jay Sharp Building and/or the BAM Harvey 
Theater, and are often sold to a BAM patron at the end of a season with proceeds benefiting BAM. 
Recent cover artists have included William Wegman, Alex Katz, Cecily Brown, Yoshitomo Nara, Clifford 
Ross, Mary Heilmann, The Clayton Brothers, McDermott & McGough, Julie Heffernan, and Rosmarie 
Trockel. 



 
About TransCultural Express 
A collaborative artistic venture between BAM and the Mikhail Prokhorov Fund, TransCultural Express 
focuses on cultural exchange between the US and Russia and marks the Prokhorov Fund’s inaugural 
artistic alliance with a US cultural institution. Since its inception, TransCultural Express has rolled out a 
rich assortment of literary, film, and performing arts, including Russian artist Irina Korina’s first US 
installation, the screening Andrei Tarkovsky’s Nostalghia to celebrate its 30th anniversary, a 
contemporary Russian film series Russian Cinema Now, an Eat, Drink & Be Literary event with Masha 
Gessen and Keith Gessen, and performances by Philadelphia-based hip-hop dance company Illstyle 
and Peace Productions in two Siberian cities.  
 
About the Mikhail Prokhorov Fund 
The Mikhail Prokhorov Fund is a private charity launched in 2004 by the businessman Mikhail 
Prokhorov and his sister, Irina Prokhorova. The Foundation’s priority is the support and development of 
new cultural institutions and initiatives in Russia, with a focus on regional projects as well as the 
promotion of Russian culture in the global intellectual community. 
 
The Foundation’s activity takes many forms. It is a creative laboratory developing new cultural 
initiatives, a school nurturing Russia’s next generation of artists and entrepreneurs, and a playground 
for socio-economic development, all the while combining in its work a few defining characteristics: 
enlightenment, education, and charity. Visit www.prokhorovfund.com for more information.  
 
Credits 
Leadership support for TransCultural Express: American and Russian Arts Today made possible by the Mikhail 
Prokhorov Fund. 
 
The Wall Street Journal is the title sponsor of BAM Rose Cinemas and BAMcinématek. 
 
Steinberg Screen at the BAM Harvey Theater is made possible by The Joseph S. and Diane H. Steinberg 
Charitable Trust. 
 
Pepsi is the official beverage of BAM. Sovereign Bank is the BAM Marquee sponsor. Yamaha is the official piano 
for BAM. New York Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge is the official hotel for BAM. 
 
Your tax dollars make BAM programs possible through funding from the City of New York Department of Cultural 
Affairs and the New York State Council on the Arts. The BAM facilities are owned by the City of New York and 
benefit from public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs with support from 
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg; Cultural Affairs Commissioner Kate D. Levin; the New York City Council including 
Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn, Finance Committee Chair Domenic M. Recchia Jr., Cultural Affairs 
Committee Chair Jimmy Van Bramer, the Brooklyn Delegation of the Council, and Councilwoman Letitia James; 
and Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz. 
 
BAM would like to thank the Brooklyn Delegations of the New York State Assembly, Joseph R. Lentol, Delegation 
Leader; and New York Senate, Senator Velmanette Montgomery, Delegation Leader. 
 
General Information 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay Sharp 
building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene neighborhood of 
Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 Fulton Street (between 
Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located at 
321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and houses the Judith and Alan Fishman Space 
and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn’s only movie house dedicated to first-run independent 
and foreign film and repertory programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances, is open for dining prior 
to BAM Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances. BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of spoken 



word and live music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday nights with a special BAMcafé Live menu available 
starting at 6pm.  
 
Subway: 2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue–Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey Theater) D, 

N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
 
Train:      Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal–Barclays Center 
 
Bus:       B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM 
 
Car:       Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket and BAMbus information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
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