
 

MAY 2014 Special Events at BAMcinématek 
 
The Wall Street Journal is the title sponsor for BAMcinématek and BAM Rose Cinemas. 
 

MAY 5 at 9:15pm 
Sneak preview 

James Gray’s THE IMMIGRANT 
Q&A with James Gray 
With Marion Cotillard, Joaquin Phoenix, Jeremy Renner.  
In this richly detailed period tragedy by acclaimed director James Gray (We Own the Night, Two 
Lovers), young Polish immigrant Ewa (a thrilling Cotillard) finds herself caught in a dangerous 
battle of wills with a shady burlesque manager (Phoenix). As a charismatic magician (Renner) 
starts to compete for Ewa’s affections, The Immigrant becomes a devastating reflection on family 
loyalty, urban disillusionment, and the unpredictable twists and turns of human motivation. 
Working with cinematographer Darius Khondji (Se7en, Amour), Gray imagines 1920s Manhattan 
as a dusty, sepia-toned dreamworld, by turns luminous and ashen. Based on the stories and 
experiences told to Gray by his grandparents, The Immigrant is a true personal epic. Gray will 
appear in person for a Q&A moderated by Rodrigo Perez, founder of The Playlist, following the 
screening. Sneak preview courtesy The Weinstein Company.  
 

MAY 8 at 7:30pm 
Animation Block Presents 

FREDERATOR 
Fred Seibert and select filmmakers in person! 
Animation Block presents this inside look at the career of Fred Seibert, the most prolific animation 
producer of the past 25 years. Seibert was MTV’s first creative director and worked as president of 
the Hanna-Barbera cartoon studio in the early 90s before establishing Frederator Studios in 1998, 
whose cartoon hits include Adventure Time, The Powerpuff Girls, Dexter’s Laboratory, My Life as 
a Teenage Robot, and The Fairly Odd Parents. This screening will be followed by a Q&A with 
Seibert and select filmmakers, hosted by Animation Block founder Casey Safron. 

 
MAY 11 at 2, 5, & 8pm 
Mother’s Day Special 

Robert Stevenson’s MARY POPPINS (1964) 
With Julie Andrews, Dick Van Dyke, David Tomlinson, Glynis Johns. 
Have tea on the ceiling, jump into chalk drawings, and fly a kite with Bert (Van Dyke), Jane, 
Michael, and the incomparable Julie Andrews in her first screen role, who “with her unrelenting 
discipline and her disarmingly angelic face… fills this film with a sense of wholesome substance 
and the serenity of self-confidence” (The New York Times). It’s always a jolly holiday with the silver 
screen’s most supercalifragilisticexpialidocious nanny, and this classic musical celebrates its 50

th
 

anniversary as a BAMkids Movie Matinee with additional screenings at 5 and 8pm in honor of 
Mother’s Day.  
 

MAY 13 at 7:30pm  

Psychic TV: DREAMS LESS SWEET 
Genesis Breyer P-Orridge in person! 
Founded by Genesis Breyer P-Orridge following the break-up of pioneering industrial group 
Throbbing Gristle, Psychic TV is, in Genesis’ words, “a video group who does music, unlike a 



 

music group which makes music videos.” Boasting a distinctive blend of dance and industrial music, the 
band gathered 47 artists to contribute to the filmed version of their landmark album Dreams Less Sweet, 
which was recorded in Holophonic sound and features a wild array of psychedelic and dance sounds, 
including shamanic instruments, machine gun fire, and dog barking. “[A] remarkable record, no less 
appealing for its equally abundant bizarrity… PTV display an ineffable mastery of avant-garde dadaism as 
well as traditional musicmaking. Like tuning into a radio station overrun by university-educated acid-
freaks, Dreams Less Sweet provides a thoroughly unpredictable and unsettling, yet profound, experience” 
(Ira Robbins, Trouser Press). P-Orridge will appear in person for a Q&A following the screening. 
 

MAY 19 at 7:30pm 
Science on Screen 

George Romero’s NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD (1968)  
Author Sonia Shah in person! 
This ongoing series explores the surprising connections between the movies and real-life science—with 
experts on hand at each screening to explain it all. A gruesome plague precipitates a gory zombie 
uprising in Romero’s zombie classic Night of the Living Dead, a low-budget, taboo-shattering horror 
milestone. Following the screening, Sonia Shah, author of The Fever: How Malaria Has Ruled 
Humankind for 500,000 Years, will join BAMcinématek audiences to discuss fears of contagion and 
infectious disease, which Romero cannily exploits to profoundly disturbing effect. The Q&A will be 
moderated by Robert Lee Hotz, the senior science writer for The Wall Street Journal, a two-time Pulitzer 
Prize finalist, a Distinguished Writer in Residence at New York University, and president of the Alicia 
Patterson Foundation.  

 
MAY 28 

An Evening with Jacolby Satterwhite and Art21 
Features screenings of Satterwhite shorts & Charles Atlas’ Hail the New Puritan (1987) 
In this ongoing collaboration with Art21, BAMcinématek invites performance art iconoclast Jacolby 
Satterwhite to present a selection of short works alongside recent Art21 New York Close Up 
documentaries revealing his process. In Satterwhite’s “uncommonly elastic imagination” (The New York 
Times), 3D animated characters perform wordless scenes of transformation and desire that fuse familial 
obsessions, pop culture, and art history. Also screening is Charles Atlas’ fictionalized vérité fantasy, Hail 
the New Puritan (a Satterwhite favorite), which captures a day in the life of Scottish dance star Michael 
Clark, moving from dream sequences to vividly choreographed set pieces. Featuring music by the Fall, 
Glenn Branca, and Wire’s Bruce Gilbert, this surreal portrait of Clark at his decadent best also serves as a 
window into London’s 1980s post-punk scene. Satterwhite will introduce the screening of Hail the New 
Puritan while the shorts program will feature a Q&A with Satterwhite and poet Andrew Durbin. 

 
For press information, please contact  
Lisa Thomas at 718.724.8023 / lthomas@BAM.org  
Hannah Thomas at 718.724.8002 / hthomas@BAM.org
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