
 
 
David Dorfman Dance & Korhan Başaran Company join for 
a creative residency at BAM as part of DanceMotion USASM,  
August 14—16 

 
DanceMotion USASM 

David Dorfman Dance & Korhan Başaran Company 
 
BAM Fisher (Fishman Space), 321 Ashland Place 
Aug 14—16 at 7:30pm; Aug 16 at 1pm 
Tickets: free 
 
June 24, 2014/Brooklyn, NY—DanceMotion USA’s David Dorfman Dance and 
Turkey’s Korhan Başaran Company will come together for a creative residency at 
BAM, August 14–16, 2014. DanceMotion USASM is a vibrant cultural diplomacy 
program that supports United States foreign policy goals by engaging international 
audiences through educational opportunities, performance, and cultural exchange. The 
program is a people-to-people international exchange initiative of the US Department 
of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, produced by BAM.   
 
As one of three US dance companies participating in the program’s fourth season, David 
Dorfman Dance recently completed a four-week-long educational exchange and 
performance tour of Turkey, Armenia, and Tajikistan.  A company they worked with in 
Turkey, Korhan Başaran Company, has been invited to join David Dorfman Dance in a 
creative residency at BAM and at the Bates Dance Festival in Maine. Additionally, two 
Armenian guest artists—Karen Khachatryan and Davit Grigoryan—have been invited 
to join the residency as part of an effort by the DanceMotion USASM  program to 
promote themes of reconciliation.  
 
The residency will culminate in performances at the BAM Fishman Space from August 14 
through 16, featuring new collaborative work devised by David Dorfman and Korhan 
Başaran, with the American, Armenian, and Turkish dancers at their July residency at 
the Bates Dance Festival.  
 
Tickets for the BAM Fisher performances are available in mid-July and are offered 
free of charge. Reserve tickets at BAM.org, by calling BAM Ticket Services at 
718.636.4100, or in-person at the BAM box office (30 Lafayette Ave). 
 
Chicago native David Dorfman, artistic director of David Dorfman Dance, is the 
recipient of a 2005 Guggenheim Foundation fellowship. He has also been honored 
with four fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, three New York 
Foundation for the Arts fellowships, the American Choreographer’s Award, the first 
Paul Taylor Fellowship from The Yard, and a Bessie award for David Dorfman 
Dance’s community-based project Familiar Movements (The Family Project). 
Dorfman’s work has been commissioned and performed widely throughout the US 
and Europe. As a performer, he toured internationally with Kei Takei’s Moving Earth



and Susan Marshall & Co. Dorfman holds an MFA in dance from Connecticut College, where he joined 
the faculty in 2004 and is currently professor of dance and department chair. 
 
Since its founding in 1985, David Dorfman Dance has performed extensively in New York and 
throughout North and South America and Europe. Among the company’s recent projects are Prophets 
of Funk, a dynamic work driven by the popular and populist funk sounds of Sly and the Family Stone, 
and Disavowal, a dance inspired by the life and legacy of radical abolitionist John Brown. Community-
based projects have played an important role in the life of the company. In Out of Season (The 
Athletes Project) and Familiar Movements (The Family Project), members of the company rehearse 
and perform with groups of volunteer athletes and family members drawn from the communities to 
which the company tours. In No Roles Barred, the company examines the roles assumed and formed 
by our modern social construct. The project has been a success with groups ranging from corporate 
executives to “at risk” youths, among many others, and continues to advance David Dorfman Dance’s 
goal to “get the whole world dancing.” The company’s three community projects have been presented 
more than 30 times in 18 states and two foreign countries. Since 2007, David Dorfman Dance has 
been company-in-residence at Connecticut College. The company appeared previously at the BAM 
Next Wave Festival with To Lie Tenderly (2000), underground (2006), and mostly recently with Come, 
and Back Again (2013). For more information, visit www.daviddorfmandance.org 
 
Korhan Başaran Company is a project-based, multi-disciplinary company under the artistic direction 
of dancer/choreographer Korhan Başaran. Başaran, who holds a BA from Bilkent University’s theater 
department and an MBA in art management from Yeditepe University, began his dance career with 
Binnaz Dorkip, choreographer of the Turkish State Opera and Ballet. He subsequently danced with 
Modern Dance Turkey. Korhan Başaran and the Artists was established in Istanbul in 2008 with the 
evening-length piece The Loving. Based in New York from 2009–12, Başaran and dancers premiered 
works including Seeking Beauty; K’s Search for K; I am Korhan, this is my dance; RAu; and this is not 
a Hamburger at venues including Ailey Citigroup Theatre, Baryshnikov Arts Center, and the 
Cunningham Studio. Başaran taught contemporary dance in New York at Steps on Broadway, 
Peridance, and DNA.  His work has been commissioned by Nimbus Dance Works, MMDC, Akbank 
Sanat of Istanbul, and Project 44. Korhan Başaran returned to Turkey in 2013, where his company 
premiered Heva, a piece which relates to Rumi and Sufism. He recently premiered 2nd RAu at the 
Crimean Memorial Church with the support of the American Consulate in Istanbul. Başaran is currently 
working on a new creation called Fearless. 
 
 
Residency Events: Rehearsal, Artist Talk 
 
Live online rehearsal by David Dorfman Dance & Korhan Başaran Company, from Bates Dance 
Festival 
Aug 6, 4pm 
http://www.BAM.org/video 
 
Artist talk/Q&A with David Dorfman and Korhan Başaran 
Aug 16, following 1pm performance* 
BAM Fisher (Fishman Space), 321 Ashland Place 
*performance and artist talk will be available as a live feed to an audience in Turkey 
 
A video clip of David Dorfman Dance and Korhan Başaran Company at work in Istanbul, Turkey may 
be viewed at http://youtu.be/dUoNgFRgMNA  
 
DanceMotion USASM  is an integral part of the US State Department’s efforts to connect people, 
especially youth and marginalized communities, through the arts and cultural exchanges around the 
world. By the end of the fourth season it is estimated that the program will have visited 44 countries, 



with 110 performances and 425 workshops and engaged 35,000 students and 88,400 audience 
members. Through television, print, radio, and social media outlets, it has reached more than 20 
million people worldwide. BAM has also added funding from the private sector to the program through 
the generosity of the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation. Visit www.DanceMotionUSA.org 
 
A series of videos about the international tours of the DanceMotion USASM third season artists—Doug 
Varone and Dancers, Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Illstyle and Peace Productions, and Spectrum 
Dance Theater—is now available at http://BAM.org/DMUSA3video 
 
 
For press information contact Sandy Sawotka, 718.636.4190 or ssawotka@BAM.org  
 
 
General Information 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay Sharp 
building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene neighborhood of 
Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 Fulton Street (between 
Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located 
at 321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and houses the Judith and Alan Fishman 
Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn’s only movie house dedicated to first-run 
independent and foreign film and repertory programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances, offers a 
bar menu and dinner entrées prior to BAM Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances. BAMcafé also 
features an eclectic mix of spoken word and live music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday nights with a 
bar menu available starting at 6pm. 
 
Subway: 2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center  

(2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey Theater)  
D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 

 
Train:                 Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
 
Bus:                  B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM  
 
Car:                   Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
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