
 
BAM presents Werner Herzog in Conversation  

With Paul Holdengräber 
 

One-night-only event Sep 4  
 

BAM Howard Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave) 
Sep 4 at 8pm 

Tickets: $25, $35 & $50  
 

 
Brooklyn, NY/July 15, 2014—Legendary filmmaker, screenwriter, actor, author, and opera 
director Werner Herzog will take the stage at BAM on Thursday, September 4 at 8 pm for a wild 
and wide-ranging discussion with the New York Public Library’s director of public programs Paul 
Holdengräber at the Howard Gilman Opera House. Tickets are $25, $35 & $50 and are on sale 
Jul 17 (Jul 15 for Friends of BAM and BAM Cinema Club members). For ticket information call 
BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100 or visit BAM.org. 
 
"Be under no illusions. Try to subdue this planet at your peril. Humanity is unsustainable. 
Trilobites and ammonites disappeared from this planet after hundreds of millions of years of 
existence, and later the dinosaurs became extinct. It never bothered me that the universe 
doesn’t care about us, that we will all eventually disappear from the face of the earth. Crabs, 
urchins, and sponges have a better chance of survival; they have been around for millions 
of years, and probably have millions more to go. We on land are more vulnerable than the 
cockroaches. Nature has always regulated mankind’s existence. The microbes will get us in the 
end. Martin Luther was asked what he would do if the world were coming to an end that same 
day. There is a wondrous serenity to his response. ‘I would plant an apple tree,’ he said. Me, I 
would make a film." 
—Werner Herzog, from Werner Herzog - A Guide for the Perplexed: Conversations with Paul 
Cronin (2014) 
 
About the artists 
Werner Herzog was born in Munich on September 5, 1942. He grew up in a remote mountain 
village in Bavaria and studied History and German Literature in Munich and Pittsburgh. Herzog 
made his first film in 1961 at the age of 19. Since then he has produced, written, and directed 
more than sixty feature and documentary films, such as Aguirre, the Wrath of God (1972), 
Nosferatu (1978), Fitzcarraldo (1982), Lessons of Darkness (1992), Little Dieter Needs to Fly 
(1997),  My Best Fiend (1999), Invincible (2000), Grizzly Man (2005), Encounters at the End of 
the World (2007), and Cave of Forgotten Dreams (2011). Herzog has published more than a 
dozen books of prose, and directed as many operas. He lives in Munich and Los Angeles 
 
Paul Holdengräber, founder and director of LIVE from the New York Public Library, is a 
seasoned interviewer, known for encouraging his guests to step outside their areas of 
specialization and into wider-reaching discussions. His programs have become known 
worldwide for providing a forum in which audiences can engage with some of the world's most 
influential public figures. Past talks at BAM include David Lynch, in a rare public appearance in 
April, and Werner Herzog, as part of a two-day BAMcinématek series in March 2012.



Related events 
Coinciding with the talk, BAMcinématek will be screening the following films as part of a one-week Les 
Blank retrospective. 
 
Werner Herzog Eats His Shoe (1980) 22min 
Directed by Les Blank 
The title says it all, as the eccentric German filmmaker does penance for losing a bet to director Errol 
Morris, whilst expounding on his art-making philosophy. 
Fri, Sep 5 at 4, 8pm 
 
Burden of Dreams (1982) 94min 
Directed by Les Blank. 
“I live my life, or I end my life with this project.” So proclaims visionary filmmaker Werner Herzog as he 
contends with cast changes, warring Indian tribes, inclement weather, half-crazy leading man Klaus 
Kinski, and his own hubris as he attempts to film his magnum opus, Fitzcarraldo, in the South 
American jungle. Burden of Dreams—called “one of the most remarkable documentaries ever made 
about the making of a movie” by Roger Ebert—is a firsthand testament to the very fine line between 
genius and madness. 
Sat, Sep 6 at 2, 4:15, 9:45pm 
 
Fitzcarraldo (1982) 158min 
Directed by Werner Herzog. With Klaus Kinski, Claudia Cardinale, José Lewgoy.  
Herzog’s mesmerizing tale of megalomaniac obsession concerns a Caruso-loving Irish adventurer 
(Kinski) on a nigh-insane quest to build an opera house in the Peruvian rainforest and transport a 
steamship over a mountain—as ambitiously deranged an undertaking as Herzog’s own notoriously 
fanatical filming practices, captured in Blank’s “making of” documentary Burden of Dreams. 
Sat, Sep 6 at 6:30pm 
 
For press information, please contact Joe Guttridge at jguttridge@BAM.org/ 718.636.4129 x4. 
 

Credits 
Programming in the BAM Howard Gilman Opera House is supported and endowed by The Howard Gilman 
Foundation.  
 
Pepsi is the official beverage of BAM. Yamaha is the official piano for BAM. Yamaha is the official Piano of BAM. 
Hill Country Barbeque Market is the Hospitality Partner for BAM. 

Your tax dollars make BAM programs possible through funding from the City of New York Department of Cultural 
Affairs and the New York State Council on the Arts. The BAM facilities are owned by the City of New York and 
benefit from public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs with support from 
Mayor Bill De Blasio; the New York City Council including Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Finance 
Committee Chair Julissa Ferreras, Cultural Affairs Committee Chair Jimmy Van Bramer, the Brooklyn Delegation 
of the Council, and Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo; and Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams. BAM would like 
to thank the Brooklyn Delegations of the New York State Assembly, Joseph R. Lentol, Delegation Leader; and 
New York Senate, Senator Velmanette Montgomery, Delegation Leader. 

General Information 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay Sharp 
building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene neighborhood of 
Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 Fulton Street (between 
Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located 
at 321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and houses the Judith and Alan Fishman 
Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn’s only movie house dedicated to first-run 
independent and foreign film and repertory programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances,offers 
small plate and prix-fixe dinner menus prior to BAM Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances. 



BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of spoken word and live music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday 
nights with a drink and small plate menu starting at 6pm.  
 
Subway: 2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey  

Theater); D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
Train:      Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
Bus:       B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM 
Car:       Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
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