
 

BAMcinématek and ActNow Foundation present 
the fifth New Voices in Black Cinema festival,  
Mar 26—29 
 

Four New York premieres, one US premiere, one world premiere 
 
The Wall Street Journal is the title sponsor of BAM Rose Cinemas and BAMcinématek. 

 
Brooklyn, NY/Feb 25, 2015—From Thursday, March 26 through Sunday, March 29, 
BAMcinématek presents New Voices in Black Cinema, the fifth festival presented with the Fort 
Greene-based ActNow Foundation. Reflecting the wide spectrum of views and themes within 
African and diasporan communities in Brooklyn and beyond, the series features four New York 
premieres, one world premiere, and one US premiere. Home to a variety of ActNow programs 
since 2009, BAMcinématek continues this partnership which provides a showcase for new and 
established voices in black independent cinema. 
 
Martin Majeske, managing director for ActNow Foundation, says of New Voices in Black Cinema: 
―ActNow is honored to continue highlighting and supporting a diverse group of artists through this 
festival. In our fifth year, we are even more thrilled to bring unique programming from around the 
world to this eclectic borough that we call home." 
 
Opening the festival on Thursday, March 26 is the world premiere of Ben Bowman‘s 
Knucklehead, a hard-hitting Brooklyn drama starring Alfre Woodard and Gbenga Akinnagbe (The 
Wire) as a dysfunctional mother-son pair. When mentally disabled Langston realizes he must 
break free from his mother‘s toxic grip, he seeks out a celebrity health hack he believes has the 
key to his independence. This screening will be followed by a Q&A with Bowman and Akinnagbe. 
 
The fifth year of New Voices in Black Cinema offers an array of strong narrative features, including 
the New York premiere of C.J. ‗Fiery‘ Obasi‘s edgy throwback zombie film Ojuju (2014—Mar 27), 
in which a group of friends must dodge ravenous reanimated corpses in a cramped Nigerian slum.  
Jahmil X.T. Qubeka‘s South African monochrome thriller Of Good Report (2013—Mar 26) follows 
a schoolteacher (Mothusi Magano) who conducts a wild affair with his 16-year-old student. 
Originally banned in its home country, this Lolita-esque noir shocks with a strong performance by 
Magano, who recalls ―Jack Nance in Eraserhead or Anthony Perkins in Psycho‖ (Peter Bradshaw, 
The Guardian). Also screening are the US premiere of Rob Brown‘s Sixteen (2013—Mar 29), 
which recounts a former DR Congo child soldier‘s struggles to reconcile his traumatic past with his 
new life in London, and Nefertite Nguvu‘s atmospheric Brooklyn ensemble piece In the Morning 
(2014—Mar 28). Nguvu will appear in person for a Q&A following the screening. 
 
This year‘s festival also includes an extraordinary selection of documentaries charting the political 
climate across the globe. Among them is acclaimed cinematographer Arthur Jafa‘s (Crooklyn, New 
Voices selection In the Morning) feature-length directorial debut Dreams Are Colder Than Death 
(2014—Mar 27), which screened at last year‘s New York Film Festival and contemplates the black 
experience in America via interviews with Charles Burnett, Kara Walker, and others; Joanna 
Lipper‘s The Supreme Price (2014—Mar 28), an ambitious look at Nigeria‘s political evolution 
through the eyes of feminist Hafsat Abiola and ―one of ten films all human rights activists should 
see‖ (The Huffington Post); and Life’s Essentials With Ruby Dee (2014—Mar 28), a tender 
documentary directed by Muta‘Ali Muhammad about his grandmother, the cherished actor and 
iconic activist. Also screening is the New York premiere of Rachel Perkins‘ Black Panther 



 

 

Woman (2014—Mar 29), a portrait of one woman‘s experience in the Australian Black Panther 
movement. 
 
Other highlights include the New York premiere of Andrew Adkins and George Potter‘s An American 
Ascent (2014—Mar 27), a documentary about the first group of all African-American mountaineers to 
climb Mount Denali; Kiara Jones‘ charming family drama Christmas Wedding Baby (2014—Mar 27); the 
New York premiere of Destiny Ekaragha‘s Gone Too Far (2013—Mar 28), a side-splitting comedy about 
the new relationship between a British teenager and his Nigerian brother; and a Shorts Program (Mar 
29) made up of a biting new satire by BAMcinemaFest alum Shaka King (Newlyweeds), a documentary 
on a machete master in Haiti, and more. Christmas Wedding Baby director Kiara Jones and producer 
Ralph Scott will appear in person for a Q&A. 
 
Since its inception, ActNow Foundation has presented stories about race, love, family, cultural 
differences, self-empowerment, the corporate world, and the toils and aspirations of the working, middle, 
and upper classes, with a declared mission statement to ―promote and preserve independent films and 
theater that reflect the infinite range of African diaspora images across the globe.‖ The complete New 
Voices in Black Cinema schedule and film descriptions are below.  

 
For press information, please contact  
Hannah Thomas at 718.724.8002 / hthomas@BAM.org 
Lisa Thomas at 718.724.8023 / lthomas@BAM.org  
 
For more information on ActNow Foundation, please contact 
Tiasia O’Brien at 757.450.3655 / tiasia@actnowproduction.org  
 
New Voices in Black Cinema Schedule 
 
Thu, Mar 26 
7pm: Knucklehead 
9:30pm: Of Good Report 
 
Fri, Mar 27 
2pm: An American Ascent + King of Guangzhou 
4:30pm: Dreams Are Colder Than Death 
6:45pm: Christmas Wedding Baby 
9:45pm: Ojuju 
 
Sat, Mar 28 
2pm: The Supreme Price 
4:30pm: Life’s Essentials with Ruby Dee 
7:30pm: In the Morning 
9:45pm: Gone Too Far 
 
Sun, Mar 29 
4:30pm: Shorts Program 
7:15pm: Sixteen 
9:30pm: Black Panther Woman 
 
Film Descriptions 
 
An American Ascent (2014) 69min NY Premiere! 
Directed by Andrew Adkins, George Potter.  
On the 100th anniversary of the first ascent on Mount Denali, a group made up exclusively of African-
American climbers set out to reach the Alaskan summit‘s peak. With the help of the National Outdoor 
Leadership School, this thrilling documentary aims to challenge the ubiquitous face of American 
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outdoorsmanship, encouraging people of color to lay claim to the country‘s outdoors, including North 
America‘s highest peak. Screens with King of Guangzhou Dir. Quester Hannah (2013) 18min  
Fri, Mar 27 at 2pm 
 
Black Panther Woman (2014) 53min NY Premiere! 
Directed by Rachel Perkins. 
In 1972 Marlene Cummins, an idealistic teen drawn to revolutionary politics, fell in love with the leader of 
the Australian Black Panther Party. But the relationship soon ended and she spiraled into a cycle of 
addiction that left her on the streets. Forty years later, Cummins looks back at the controversial group, 
finally telling the story of the revolutionary women of her generation in this sensitive, powerful film. 
Sun, Mar 29 at 9:30pm 
 
Christmas Wedding Baby (2014) 112min 
Directed by Kiara Jones. With Lisa Arrindell Anderson, Kimberley Drummond, Frances Turner. 
In this deft cross between romantic comedy and family drama, three sisters gather in their North Florida 
hometown for the youngest‘s Christmastime wedding. The trio struggle with the expectations they face as 
women—in marriage, motherhood, romance, and their relationships to their opinionated mother—which is 
to say nothing of the real wrench in the plot: the bride-to-be‘s first love has been hired as her wedding 
photographer. 
Fri, Mar 27 at 6:45pm Q&A with Kiara Jones and producer Ralph Scott 
 
Dreams Are Colder Than Death (2014) 52min 
Directed by Arthur Jafa. 
The latest film from acclaimed cinematographer Arthur Jafa (Daughters of the Dust, Crooklyn) is a 
profound rumination on a single question: ―What does it mean to be black in America today?‖ Jafa 
interweaves the abstract and the concrete, layering his haunting visuals with spoken responses by artist 
Kara Walker, filmmaker Charles Burnett (Killer of Sheep), musician Flying Lotus, and more. 
Fri, Mar 27 at 4:30pm 
 
Gone Too Far (2013) 88min NY Premiere! 
Directed by Destiny Ekaragha. With Adelayo Adedayo, Malachi Kirby, Shanika Warren-Markland. 

This hilarious adaptation of Bola Agbaje‘s Olivier Award-winning play charts the relationship between 
British teenager Yemi and his long-estranged Nigerian brother Ikudaisy over the course of a day. Set on 
an estate in South London, this delightfully funny coming-of-age tale—which premiered at the BFI London 
Film Festival—follows the pair as they get to know each other for the first time and explore the tensions 
that arise between West Indian and African identities. 
Sat, Mar 28 at 9:45pm 
 
In The Morning (2014) 75min 
Directed by Nefertite Nguvu. With De’Adre Aziza, Emayatzy Corinealdi, Hoji Fortuna. 
Charting the emotional bond among nine young Brooklynites over the course of one day, this tonally 
complex debut feature from writer-director Nefertite Nguvu weaves together three stories about personal 
growth and the power of choice and action. Shot by cinematographer Arthur Jafa (Daughters of the Dust, 
Crooklyn), this moving exploration of relationships grapples with the realities of marriage, infidelity, and 
heartbreak. 
Sat, Mar 28 at 7:30pm Q&A with Nefertite Nguvu 
 
King of Guangzhou (2013) 18min 
Directed by Quester Hannah. With Uchenna Onyia. 
A Nigerian man expecting a child with his Chinese partner fights deportation from her home country. 
Screens with An American Ascent Dirs. Andrew Adkins, George Potter (2014) 69min 
Fri, Mar 27 at 2pm 
 
Knucklehead (2015) 81min World Premiere! 
Directed by Ben Bowman. With Alfre Woodard, Gbenga Akinnagbe, Jennifer Mudge. 



 

 

When his brother is shot, a young man with autism (The Wire‘s Gbenga Akinnagbe) is left without a 
protector in one of Brooklyn‘s roughest neighborhoods. Now under the control of his abusive mother 
(Woodard), Langston must search for independence from his prior life—and his own fractured mind—in 
writer-director Ben Bowman‘s visually layered human drama.  
Thu, Mar 26 at 7pm Q&A with Ben Bowman and Gbenga Akinnagbe 
  
Life’s Essentials with Ruby Dee (2014) 90min 
Directed by Muta'Ali Muhammad. 
This loving documentary about family, art, and activism tells the story of one of the most iconic couples of 
our time—Ruby Dee and Ossie Davis—through the eyes of their grandson Muta'Ali. This open letter from 
one generation to another follows Muta'Ali‘s fight to learn from and preserve their values and wisdom. 
Sat, Mar 28 at 4:30pm 
 
Of Good Report (2013) 101min 
Directed by Jahmil X.T. Qubeka. With Mothusi Magano, Petronella Tshuma, Thobi Mkhwanazi. 
In this crisply lensed black-and-white South African noir riff on Lolita, an introverted English teacher has a 
torrid affair with a young woman he meets in a local bar—only to see her sitting in his class the next day. 
Initially banned from release in its home country, Of Good Report is a ―rare attempt to fuse genre 
playfulness with post-apartheid political subtext‖ (Variety). 
Thu, Mar 26 at 9:30pm  
 
Ojuju (2014) 95min NY Premiere! 
Directed by C.J. 'Fiery' Obasi. With Gabriel Afolayan, Jumoke Ayadi, Omowunmi Dada. 
When the water supply in an isolated Nigerian slum becomes infected, the neighborhood quickly morphs 
into a minefield of flesh-eating undead. Expectant father Romero (a cheeky reference to Night of the 
Living Dead director George Romero) must weigh his instinct for survival against his anguish when his 
pregnant girlfriend begins displaying some strange symptoms. He joins forces with smart-aleck friend 
Peju and the pair attempt to escape the infested hood, dodging zombified drug dealers, ex-lovers, friends, 
and more along the way. Made on a shoestring budget, Obasi‘s horrorfest proves an impressive, 
subversive take on the zombie genre.  
Fri, Mar 27 at 9:45pm  
 
Shorts Program (var.) 86min 
New Voices in Black Cinema presents a diverse collection of new short films, including Shaka King‘s 
Mulignans, a biting satire of racism in gangster films set in Bed-Stuy; Neil Creque Williams‘ David’s 
Reverie, the story of an up-and-coming jazz musician who struggles to keep an illness from stalling his 
career; Jonathan David Kane‘s Papa Machete, a beautiful tribute to one of Haiti‘s last remaining masters 
of machete fencing; and more. Additional shorts include: Tonsure (dir. Fred Bumaye), Purgatory (dir. 
Martine Jean), Little Man (dir. Princeton Holt), Spit (dir. Mtume Gant), and My American Fund (dir. Ayana 
Saunders). 
Sun, Mar 29 at 4:30pm 
 
Sixteen (2013) 80min US Premiere! 
Directed by Rob Brown. With Roger Jean Nsengiyumva, Rachael Stirling, Rosie Day. 
In this beautifully restrained urban drama, a 16-year-old former child soldier from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo struggles to adapt to his new life in London after being adopted by an aid worker. When he 
witnesses a local drug dealer commit a murder, the threat of violence begins to force its way back into his 
life, and he feels the pressure to keep quiet about what he‘s seen. Featuring a powerful, mostly silent 
performance from newcomer Roger Jean Nsengiyumva, Sixteen is a remarkable feature debut that 
grapples with the challenges of immigrant life. 
Sun, Mar 29 at 7:15pm 
 
The Supreme Price (2014) 75min 
Directed by Joanna Lipper.  
This gripping documentary traces the evolution of the pro-democracy movement in Nigeria and the efforts 
made to increase the participation of women in leadership roles. Following the annulment of her father's 



 

 

victory in the presidential election and her mother's assassination by agents of the military dictatorship, 
Hafsat Abiola faces the challenge of transforming a corrupt culture of governance into a democracy 
capable of serving Nigeria's most marginalized population: women. Joanna Lipper‘s ―lean, lucid film‖ (The 
Village Voice) scopes from one family‘s struggles to those faced by a whole nation. 
Sat, Mar 28 at 2pm 
 
About BAMcinématek 
The four-screen BAM Rose Cinemas (BRC) opened in 1998 to offer Brooklyn audiences alternative and independent 
films that might not play in the borough otherwise, making BAM the only performing arts center in the country with two 
mainstage theaters and a multiplex cinema. In July 1999, beginning with a series celebrating the work of Spike Lee, 
BAMcinématek was born as Brooklyn‘s only daily, year-round repertory film program. BAMcinématek presents new 
and rarely seen contemporary films, classics, work by local artists, and festivals of films from around the world, often 
with special appearances by directors, actors, and other guests. BAMcinématek has not only presented major 
retrospectives by major filmmakers such as Michelangelo Antonioni, Manoel de Oliveira, Shohei Imamura, Vincente 
Minnelli (winning a National Film Critics‘ Circle Award prize for the retrospective), Kaneto Shindo, Luchino Visconti, 
and William Friedkin, but it has also introduced New York audiences to contemporary artists such as Pedro Costa 
and Apichatpong Weerasethakul. In addition, BAMcinématek programmed the first US retrospectives of directors 
Arnaud Desplechin, Nicolas Winding Refn, Hong Sang-soo, and, most recently, Andrzej Zulawski. From 2006 to 
2008, BAMcinématek partnered with the Sundance Institute and in June 2009 launched BAMcinemaFest, a 16-day 
festival of new independent films and repertory favorites with 15 NY feature film premieres; the sixth annual 
BAMcinemaFest ran from June 18—29, 2014. 
 
About ActNow Foundation 
Since its founding in 2005, ActNow Foundation has been a production company and advocate for diverse, 

independent filmmakers and playwrights interested in producing work reflecting the infinite range of African-American 

and Latino experiences across the globe. ActNow hosts regular events in Brooklyn to showcase the best in 

independent theater and film.  Additionally, they are dedicated to fostering the growth of New York's brightest and 

most talented through regular panels, speakers, and workshops.  
 
Credits 
 
The Wall Street Journal is the title sponsor of BAM Rose Cinemas and BAMcinématek. 
 
Steinberg Screen at the BAM Harvey Theater is made possible by The Joseph S. and Diane H. Steinberg Charitable 
Trust.  
 
Pepsi is the official beverage of BAM. 
 
Brooklyn Brewery is the preferred beer of BAMcinématek. 
 
BAM Rose Cinemas are named in recognition of a major gift in honor of Jonathan F.P. and Diana Calthorpe Rose. 
BAM Rose Cinemas would also like to acknowledge the generous support of The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation, The 
Estate of Richard B. Fisher, Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams, Brooklyn Delegation of the New York City 
Council, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts, Bloomberg, and Time 
Warner Inc. Additional support for BAMcinématek is provided by The Grodzins Fund, The Liman Foundation, and 
Summit Rock Advisors. 
 
BAMcinématek is programmed by Nellie Killian and David Reilly with assistance from Gabriele Caroti and Jesse 
Trussell. Additional programming by Ryan Werner.  
 
Special thanks to all of the filmmakers and Martin Majeske, Tambay Obenson, and Tiasia O‘Brien of ActNow 
Foundation. 
 
General Information 
 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay Sharp building at 
30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene neighborhood of Brooklyn. BAM 
Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 Fulton Street (between Ashland and Rockwell 
Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located at 321 Ashland Place, is the 
newest addition to the BAM campus and houses the Judith and Alan Fishman Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. 
BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn‘s only movie house dedicated to first-run independent and foreign film and repertory 



 

 

programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances, offers a bar menu and dinner entrées prior to BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances. BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of spoken word and live 
music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday nights with a bar menu available starting at 6pm. 
 
Subway: 2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey 

Theater)  
D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 

Train:  Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
Bus:  B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM  
Car:                  Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org.  


