
Rare, large-scale Michael Graves murals donated by Ronald 
P. Stanton become part of BAM’s permanent art collection 
 

 
 
Brooklyn, NY/May 22, 2015—BAM is thrilled to announce the acquisition of a set of five 
murals by the renowned architect and artist, Michael Graves (1934–2015). Appraised at an 
estimated value of $250,000, the murals are a generous gift from BAM supporter Ronald P. 
Stanton, Chairman Emeritus, Trammo, Inc. and become part of BAM’s permanent visual art 
collection. They are installed in BAM’s airy Leperq Space in the Peter J. Sharp building at 30 
Lafayette Ave. in Brooklyn, NY. 
 
The postmodern works were commissioned by fellow “New York Five” architect Charles 
Gwathmey of the firm Gwathmey Siegel Kaufman Architects (formerly Gwathmey Siegel & 
Associates Architects) who designed the original Trammo (formerly Transammonia, Inc.) 
offices at 410 Park Avenue in the early 1970s. Graves’ combination of bold lines, geometric 
shapes and figurative motifs were a central design element to Gwathmey’s vision of the 
office—evoking columns, walls, desks and the adjacent windows.  

Although better known as an architect, Graves was a passionate painter and started including 
his murals in his public and private architecture projects in the early 1970s.  
 
Completed in 1974, these untitled acrylic-on-canvas murals are rare examples of stand-alone 
painted works by Graves. The murals comprise eight panels, each measuring approximately 
92.5 inches x 50 inches. Their composition and color reflects a shift in perception and 
aesthetics of office culture—moving away from minimalism, activating heightened use of color, 
playful interaction, ornamentation, and scale. 
 
“BAM is thrilled to receive these rare Michael Graves murals that have become a vibrant and 
valuable addition to our growing permanent art collection,” said BAM’s President, Karen 
Brooks Hopkins. “We are truly grateful to long-time BAM donor Ronald P. Stanton for this 
extraordinarily generous gift, and his continued support for BAM’s future.” 
 
 
About Michael Graves: 
An icon in his field, Michael Graves spearheaded and defined an architectural movement, 
redirecting the architectural conversation away from abstract modernism toward a more 
humanistic approach to architecture and urban planning, that among other things, brought 
color and art back into the experience of architecture. In the last decade of his life, Michael 
became a passionate advocate for the disabled and used the power of design to improve 
healthcare experiences for patients, families and clinicians. Michael Graves transformed the 
role of the architect in society and left the world a better place than he found it. 



 
Michael Graves received prestigious awards including the AIA Gold Medal, the National Medal 
of Arts from President Clinton, The Richard H. Driehaus Prize, and the Topaz Medallion for 
Excellence in Architectural Education. The Center for Health Design named Michael Graves 
one of the Top 25 Most Influential People in Healthcare Design, and in 2013, President Obama 
appointed Graves to the United States Access Board. Michael Graves was the first architect to 
be inducted into the New Jersey Hall of Fame, and the first recipient of the Michael Graves 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the New Jersey AIA. 
 
A native of Indianapolis, Graves received his architectural training at the University of 
Cincinnati and Harvard University. In 1960, he won the Rome Prize and studied for two years 
at the American Academy in Rome, of which he became a Trustee. In 1962, Graves began a 
39-year teaching career at Princeton University, where he was the Robert Schirmer Professor 
of Architecture. Graves received 14 honorary doctorates and was a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters, as well as a Fellow of the American Institute of Architect.

 About BAM Visual Art: 
BAM and the contemporary visual arts have a long-standing connection. From its inception in 
1983 during the Next Wave Festival, BAM has commissioned renowned visual artists such as 
Roy Lichtenstein and Willem de Kooning to produce Next Wave Festival posters. Today BAM 
continues to highlight visual artists by featuring their works on the cover of BAMbill. Since the 
1980s, BAM Visual Art has exhibited hundreds of artists, including Chuck Close, Mary 
Heilmann, Alex Katz, Wangechi Mutu, Yoshitomo Nara, Jean Shin, Leo Villareal, José Parlá, 
and William Wegman. BAM Visual Art presents curated exhibitions on view throughout the 
BAM campus free of charge. 
 
Over the years, BAM Visual Art has cultivated a rich history of programs and special projects 
as well as thriving relationships with the visual arts and local artistic communities. Additionally, 
BAM Visual Art offers audiences and supporters the opportunity to purchase exciting new 
works through its annual art auction—taking place each spring and featuring works by 
hundreds of both emerging and established contemporary artists—as well as BAM's 
Photography Portfolios and numerous print editions. BAM’s collection includes works in many 
different media, spanning decades, including prints by Louise Bourgeois and Jim Dine, 
photography by Thomas Struth and Vanessa Beecroft, and paintings by Francesco Clemente, 
among others.  
 
For press information: 
Sarah Garvey, BAM, 718.724.8025, sgarvey@BAM.org.  
 
General Information 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay 
Sharp building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene 
neighborhood of Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 
Fulton Street (between Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at 
BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located at 321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and 
houses the Judith and Alan Fishman Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is 
Brooklyn’s only movie house dedicated to first-run independent and foreign film and repertory 
programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances, offers a dinner menu prior to BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House evening performances. BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of live music for 
BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday nights with a bar menu available starting at 6pm. 
 
Subway: 2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey Theater)  

mailto:sgarvey@BAM.org


D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
 
Train:   Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
Bus:   B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM  
Car:   Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
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