
Unbound, a book launch series co-presented by BAM and 
Greenlight Bookstore, returns this fall with Elizabeth Gilbert, 
Bryan Doerries, Sara Bareilles, Gloria Steinem, and Elvis 
Costello 
 
Elizabeth Gilbert with Sarah Jones 
Launch of Big Magic: Creative Living Beyond Fear 
Sep 24 at 7:30pm 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave) 
$25 (ticket only); $45 (includes book) 

 
Bryan Doerries 
With Adam Driver, Paul Giamatti, and David Strathairn 
Launch of The Theater of War: What Ancient Greek Tragedies Can Teach Us Today 
Co-presented by BAM, Greenlight Bookstore, and the Onassis Cultural Center NY 
Part of the Hellenic Humanities Program 
Sep 27 at 8pm  
BAM Harvey Theater (651 Fulton St) 
$30 (ticket only); $45 (includes book signed by Bryan Doerries, Adam Driver, and David 
Strathairn) 

 
Sara Bareilles with Ben Folds 
Launch of Sounds Like Me: My Life (so far) in Song 
Oct 6 at 7:30pm 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave) 
$25 (ticket only); $45 (includes book) 
 
Gloria Steinem 
Launch of My Life on the Road 
Oct 27 at 7:30pm  
BAM Harvey Theater (651 Fulton St) 
$25 (ticket only); $45 (includes book) 

Elvis Costello with Rosanne Cash 
Launch of Unfaithful Music & Disappearing Ink  
Nov 10 at 7:30pm 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave) 
$25 (ticket only); $45 (includes book) 

 
Brooklyn, NY/ July 20, 2015—Unbound: A Book Launch Series with BAM and Greenlight 
Bookstore returns this fall with five unique talks surrounding the highly anticipated book 
launches of contemporary artists and authors—Elizabeth Gilbert, Bryan Doerries, Sara 
Bareilles, Gloria Steinem, and Elvis Costello. 

 



In Big Magic, author Elizabeth Gilbert (Sep 24) delves into her artistic process, sharing her wisdom 
and unique understanding of creativity in an effort to expand the notion that creativity is open to all 
people. Drawing on stories from her own life, as well as those of friends and people who have inspired 
her, Gilbert challenges readers to forge their own creative journeys. Gilbert will discuss the discovery 
of her creative voice with playwright and performer Sarah Jones. 

 
Theater director and translator Bryan Doerries (Sep 27) returns to BAM to celebrate the launch of his 
book, The Theater of War: What Ancient Greek Tragedies Can Teach Us Today. This event features 
readings of portions of Doerries’ book by actors Adam Driver, Paul Giamatti, David Strathairn, and 
others. Doerries will then lead an audience discussion exploring how ancient tragedies can help begin 
to heal communities that have been visited by trauma.   

 
Grammy Award-nominated singer-songwriter Sara Bareilles (Oct 6) talks to Ben Folds about her 
book, Sounds Like Me: My Life (so far) in Song. In this collection of essays, she pulls back the curtain 
on her journey as a songwriter—sharing her process as well as revealing both the joy and struggle that 
come with creating great work while staying true to herself. Following the conversation about the book, 
the evening will include a performance and book signing by Bareilles. 
 
Writer, activist, and organizer Gloria Steinem (Oct 27) comes to BAM as part of a national book tour 
to launch her new book, My Life on the Road. Steinem writes a candid account of how her early years 
led her to live an on-the-road kind of life: traveling, listening to people, learning, and creating change. 
She reveals the story of her own growth in tandem with the growth of an ongoing movement for 
equality, while also reflecting on how the most transformative ideas sometimes come from unexpected 
people and encounters. 
 
In Unfaithful Music & Disappearing Ink, music luminary Elvis Costello (Nov 10) offers his unique 
perspective on his unlikely and sometimes comical rise to international success, sharing stories and 
observations about his experiences and collaborations with other artists, while also offering insight into 
the previously undocumented emotional foundations of some of his best-known songs. 
 
Tickets for Bareilles, Steinem, and Costello go on sale Jul 29 (Jul 22 for Members). Tickets for Gilbert 
and Doerries are already on sale. For Gilbert, Doerries, and Costello, books included in ticket bundle 
will be pre-signed. For Bareilles and Steinem, the author will be signing copies of the featured book 
following the program. Visit BAM.org for more details. 
 
About the Artists 
 
Elizabeth Gilbert is The New York Times #1 bestselling author of Eat, Pray, Love and several other 
internationally bestselling books of fiction and nonfiction. She has been a finalist for the National Book 
Award, the National Book Critics Circle Award, and the PEN/Hemingway Award, among other honors. 
A longtime journalist who began her career writing for Harper’s Bazaar, Spin, The New York Times 
Magazine, and GQ, Gilbert is also a three-time finalist for the National Magazine Award. Her short 
fiction has appeared in Esquire, Story, One Story, and The Paris Review. 
 
Sarah Jones is a Tony and Obie Award-winning playwright and performer. She is best known to 
theater audiences for her multi-character, one-person show Bridge & Tunnel. Jones is also known to 
many for her popular “TEDtalks” given at the world renowned annual TED conference.   She is a 
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador and has received commissions from Equality Now, the Kellogg 
Foundation and the National Immigration Forum to address issues of injustice and inequality.  She is 
currently completing her new one-woman show Sell/Buy/Date (commissioned by the NoVo 
Foundation), which tackles issues of human trafficking and the commercial sex industry. 
 



Writer, director, and translator Bryan Doerries is the founder of Theater of War, a project that 
presents readings of ancient Greek plays to military and civilian communities to initiate conversations 
about the wounds of war. He is also the co-founder of Outside the Wire, a social impact company that 
uses theater and a variety of other media to address pressing public health and social issues.  A self-
described “evangelist” for classical literature, he uses age-old approaches to help communities heal 
after suffering and loss. This fall, Doerries also releases a volume of his translations, entitled All That 
You’ve Seen Here Is God. 
 
Sara Bareilles is a five-time Grammy Award-nominated singer, songwriter, and musician. A self-
taught pianist, the Eureka, California native moved to Los Angeles at age 18 and first broke through 
with her 2007 global #1 hit, “Love Song.” Her five albums have sold a collective 2.5 million copies and 
spawned such hits as “King of Anything,” “Uncharted,” and “Brave,” the latter from 2013’s Album of the 
Year Grammy contender The Blessed Unrest. 
 
Multi-platinum selling singer/songwriter/producer Ben Folds first found mainstream success as the 
leader of the Ben Folds Five. He has gone on to a successful solo career, recording multiple studio 
albums, a pair of records documenting his renowned live performances, a remix record, music for film 
and TV, as well as numerous collaborations with artists from Sara Bareilles to William Shatner. His 
latest record, So There, slated for release this Fall, features his new critically acclaimed concerto for 
Piano and Orchestra and eight new pop songs recorded in collaboration with the Brooklyn-based 
classical sextet yMusic. 
 
Gloria Steinem is a writer, lecturer, political activist, and feminist organizer. In 1968, she helped to 
found New York magazine, where she was a political columnist and wrote feature articles. In 1972, 
she co-founded Ms. magazine, and remained one of its editors for 15 years. Her books include the 
bestsellers Revolution from Within: A Book of Self-Esteem, Outrageous Acts and Everyday Rebellions, 
Moving Beyond Words, and Marilyn: Norma Jean, on the life of Marilyn Monroe. She has been 
honored with National Magazine Awards, an Emmy Citation for excellence in television writing, the 
Society of Writers Award from the United Nations, and in 2013, she received the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom from President Obama. 
 
Born Declan Patrick MacManus, Elvis Costello was raised in London and Liverpool, grandson of a 
trumpet player on the White Star Line and son of a jazz musician who became a successful radio 
dance band vocalist. Costello continues to add to one of the most intriguing and extensive songbooks 
of the day. His performances have taken him from a cardboard guitar in his front room to fronting a 
rock and roll band on your television screen and performing in the world’s greatest concert halls in a 
wild variety of company.  
 
Singer/songwriter/author Rosanne Cash has recorded 15 albums, charted  21 Top 40 Country singles 
(including 11 # 1 songs) and earned two gold records. She has received four Grammy awards, 
multiple Grammy nominations and, among other awards and accolades, will be inducted into the 
Nashville Songwriters’ Hall of Fame later this year. Her critically acclaimed latest album, The River and 
The Thread, pays homage to the American South. Cash is the author of Composed: A Memoir, Bodies 
of Water, and the children’s book Penelope Jane: A Fairy’s Tale. Her essays and fiction have been 
published in The New York Times, Rolling Stone, The Oxford American, and New York magazine. 
 
Brooklyn Academy of Music’s (BAM’s) mission is to be a home for adventurous artists, audiences, 
and ideas. America’s oldest performing arts institution, it is recognized internationally for innovative 
dance, music, and theater programming—including its renowned Next Wave Festival. BAM also 
features an acclaimed repertory film program, literary and visual art events, and extensive educational 
programs. The institution is led by Incoming President Katy Clark and Executive Producer Joseph V. 
Melillo. BAM.org  

 

http://www.bam.org/


Founded in October 2009, Greenlight Bookstore is a general independent bookstore located in Fort 
Greene/Clinton Hill in Brooklyn and serving the wider literary community. Through knowledgeable 
staff, curated book selection, community partnerships, and a robust ecommerce website as well as a 
beautiful Fulton Street space, Greenlight combines the best traditions of the neighborhood bookstore 
with a forward-looking sensibility. Greenlight has garnered local, national, and international press 
coverage for its innovative startup model and its continuing success. In addition to partnering with 
BAM on the Unbound series, Greenlight hosts literary events in the bookstore several nights a week.  
More information and details can be found at greenlightbookstore.com. 
 
For press information on Unbound: A Book Launch Series with BAM and Greenlight Bookstore contact Christina 
Norris, cnorris@bam.org, 718.636.4129 x8 

 
 
Credits 
Programming in the BAM Howard Gilman Opera House is supported and endowed by The Howard Gilman 
Foundation. Programming in the BAM Harvey Theater is endowed by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation. 
Delta is the Official Airline of BAM. Pepsi is the official beverage of BAM. Santander is the BAM Marquee 
sponsor. Yamaha is the official piano for BAM. New York Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge is the official hotel for 
BAM. 
 
Your tax dollars make BAM programs possible through funding from the City of New York Department of Cultural 
Affairs and the New York State Council on the Arts. The BAM facilities are owned by the City of New York and 
benefit from public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs with support from 
Mayor Bill de Blasio; Cultural Affairs Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl; the New York City Council including 
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Finance Committee Chair Julissa Ferreras, Cultural Affairs Committee 
Chair Jimmy Van Bramer, the Brooklyn Delegation of the Council, and Council Member Laurie Cumbo; and 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams. BAM would like to thank the Brooklyn Delegations of the New York 
State Assembly, Joseph R. Lentol, Delegation Leader; and New York Senate, Senator Velmanette Montgomery, 
Delegation Leader. 

 
General Information 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay Sharp 
building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene neighborhood of 
Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 Fulton Street (between 
Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located 
at 321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and houses the Judith and Alan Fishman 
Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn’s only movie house dedicated to first-run 
independent and foreign film and repertory programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances, offers a 
bar menu and dinner entrées prior to BAM Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances. BAMcafé also 
features an eclectic mix of live music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday nights with a bar menu available 
starting at 6pm. 
 
Subway:  2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey Theater) 

D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
 
Train:  Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
 
Bus:  B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM  
 
Car:  Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
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