
Harry Shearer and Judith Owen’s variety show Christmas Without 
Tears offers a healthy dose of holiday humor, Dec 1  
 
Bloomberg Philanthropies is the Season Sponsor 
 
Harry Shearer and Judith Owen’s Christmas Without Tears 
(Does this Tree Make me Look Fat?) 
         
Harry Shearer and Judith Owen 
 
A portion of the proceeds from the performance on December 1 (World AIDS Day) will 
benefit the Elton John AIDS Foundation. 
 
 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave) 
Dec 1 at 7:30pm 
Tickets $35, 52, 65, 85 
 
“It’s the perfect antidote to Christmas” –Harry Shearer and Judith Owen 
 
 
Brooklyn, NY/October 20, 2015—Actor, writer, and humorist Harry Shearer (The Simpsons, 
This is Spinal Tap) and singer-songwriter Judith Owen return to New York for the 10th 
anniversary nationwide tour of their reverent and irreverent holiday sing-along, Christmas 
Without Tears (Does this Tree Make me Look Fat?) What began years ago as an annual 
gathering of friends and family at the couple’s Santa Monica, CA home is now a rollicking 
holiday house party, equal parts sincere and sardonic.  
 
A throwback to simpler times, this homespun variety show offers a mix of holiday classics, 
cynical send-ups, and bawdy originals, all played out around the family piano. An all-star lineup 
of comedy and music guests–featuring Alan Cumming, Mario Cantone, Olympia Dukakis, Alfie 
Boe, Paul Shaffer, Artie Lange, Fred Willard, and Béla Fleck–will join Owen and Shearer for the 
first half of the evening, offering their musical and comedic takes on “the most wonderful time of 
the year.” The audience takes the lead in the second half with a sing-along portion and a bawdy, 
grand finale performance of “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Additional guests include Peter 
Asher, Davell Crawford, Godfrey Daniels, Jerry Dixon, Amy Engelhardt, Keith Nelson, Doña 
Oxford, the SongBirds, and a few surprise appearances. 
 
As an added holiday treat, Judith, Harry and friends will release the Christmas Without Tears  
EP on November 20, a new collection of original songs, which carries on the reverent and 
irreverent tradition of the Christmas Without Tears performances. The EP will include songs by 
Judith Owen, Harry Shearer, Amy Engelhardt, Fred Willard and Catherine O'Hara. All sale 
proceeds will be donated to the Elton John AIDS Foundation. 
 
The multi-hyphenate Harry Shearer is an author, actor, director, and musician. For the past two 
decades, he has voiced the characters of Mr. Burns, Smithers, and Ned Flanders on America’s 
longest-running sitcom, The Simpsons. Among his many film roles, he is best known for his 
collaborations with Christopher Guest in several “mockumentary” films including This Is Spinal 
Tap, A Mighty Wind, and For Your Consideration. In 2010, Shearer wrote and directed The Big 



Uneasy, an investigative documentary feature about Hurricane Katrina, which was selected for 
numerous film festivals and won several awards. His albums CD Songs of the Pointed and 
Pointless and Songs of the Bushmen, full of bitingly satirical songs and impersonations of 
political figures, were both nominated for Grammys. He is a co-founder, with his wife Judith 
Owen, of Twanky Records and the host of Le Show, a weekly syndicated radio show.  
 
Welsh singer-songwriter Judith Owen has released eight albums, beginning with her 1996 
debut Emotions On A Postcard and most recently, Ebb & Flow. Over the years, she and 
Shearer have joined forces on numerous comedy albums, satirical videos, and theatrical 
productions. In addition to her acclaimed solo work, she has been musician Richard 
Thompson's female foil of choice for many years. Both have appeared on each other's albums 
and Owen played a leading collaborative part in Thompson's projects 1000 Years Of Popular 
Music and Cabaret of Souls. She also co-created Losing It with Ruby Wax, a funny yet 
devastatingly honest two-woman show chronicling the descent into mental illness which became 
a box office hit in London's West End in 2011. Owen has been touring worldwide for the past 
two years in support of her current album, Ebb & Flow, a love letter to Laurel Canyon and the 
halcyon days of the great 1970s troubadours.  
 
Since 1992, the Elton John AIDS Foundation has raised more than $349 million to combat 
stigma, prevent infections, provide treatment and services, and motivate governments to end 
AIDS.   
 
For press information contact Christian Barclay at cbarclay@BAM.org or 718.724.8044. 
 
 
General Information 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay 
Sharp building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene 
neighborhood of Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 
Fulton Street (between Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at 
BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located at 321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and 
houses the Judith and Alan Fishman Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn’s 
only movie house dedicated to first-run independent and foreign film and repertory programming. 
BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances, offers a dinner menu prior to BAM Howard Gilman Opera 
House evening performances. BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of live music for BAMcafé Live on 
Friday and Saturday nights with a bar menu available starting at 6pm. 
 
Subway: 2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey  

Theater) D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
Train:    Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
Bus:    B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM  
Car:    Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
   

 
#### 

 
 


