
 

MEDIA ALERT 
 

BAMcinématek presents Turkeys for Thanksgiving, 
an All-American feast of ripe-for-reappraisal films 
maudits, Nov 20—29 
 
The Wall Street Journal is the title sponsor for BAM Rose Cinemas and BAMcinématek.  
 
Brooklyn, NY/Oct 27, 2015—From Friday, November 20, through Sunday, November 29, 
BAMcinématek presents Turkeys for Thanksgiving, a 14-film All-American feast of ripe-for-
reappraisal films maudits, which flopped on their original release but grow more fascinating each 
year. Whether they were victims of critical backlash, plagued by notoriously troubled productions, 
or just plain misunderstood, this cornucopia of infamous films prove that yesterday’s “turkey” may 
be today’s treasure.  
 
Opening the series on November 20 are Elaine May’s Ishtar (1987) and Steven Spielberg’s 1941 
(1979). The former, which floundered after rumors of bitter disagreements between the director, 
producers, and stars Warren Beatty and Dustin Hoffman hit the public, “should simply be seen as 
one of the strangest, deepest, funniest, most exuberant, and yet most painful comic explorations 
of the artistic life that exists” (Richard Brody, The New Yorker). BAM will screen May’s director’s 
cut, which is two minutes shorter than the version shown in theaters. The latter, Spielberg’s period 
comedy set in Los Angeles immediately after Pearl Harbor, features riotous performances by John 
Belushi and Dan Aykroyd and swings for the fences with a production scaled up to the nth degree.   
 
Other highlights include Francis Ford Coppola’s neon-lit passion project One From the Heart 
(1981—Nov 29), a bank-breaking musical with an Academy Award-nominated score by Tom 
Waits; Paul Verhoeven’s delirious showbiz saga Showgirls (1995—Nov 21), eviscerated by critics 
but deemed “one of the great American films of the last few years” by none other than Jacques 
Rivette; Noel Marshall and Tippi Hedren’s big cat love letter turned nightmare Roar (1981—Nov 
25), which earned its reputation as one of the most dangerous projects to make it to the big screen 
with over 70 documented cast and crew injuries; and a special BAMkids Movie Matinee screening 
of Victor Fleming’s The Wizard of Oz (1939—Nov 22), a classic so universally treasured today it’s 
hard to imagine a critic claiming “it weighs like a pound of fruitcake soaking wet” (Otis Ferguson, 
The New Republic) upon its release. 
 
Offering an epic holiday banquet, Turkeys for Thanksgiving showcases a wildly entertaining duo of 
famous studio sinkers on Thanksgiving Day itself: Cleopatra (1963), Joseph L. Mankiewicz’s four-
hour spectacle on one of the most sensational love affairs in history (a plot scandalously echoed 
by its megastars Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton off-screen as well); and Michael Cimino’s 
Heaven’s Gate (1980), an ambitiously stuffed Western much-maligned upon release but now 
widely regarded as “a fittingly bleak apotheosis of the New Hollywood” (Dennis Lim, The New York 
Times).  
 
For press information, please contact: 
Hannah Thomas at 718.724.8002 / hthomas@BAM.org  
 
For complete film descriptions, visit BAM.org/TurkeysforThanksgiving.  
 
Turkeys for Thanksgiving Schedule 
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Fri, Nov 20 
2, 7pm: Ishtar 
4:30, 9:30pm: 1941 
 
Sat, Nov 21 
6:45, 9:30pm: Showgirls 
 
Sun, Nov 22 
2pm: The Wizard of Oz 
4:30, 7:10, 9:45pm: Monsieur Verdoux 
 
Mon, Nov 23 
7:30pm: Southland Tales 
 
Tue, Nov 24 
4:30, 7, 9:30pm: At Long Last Love  
 
Wed, Nov 25 
4:30, 7pm: Popeye 
9:30pm: Roar 
 
Thu, Nov 26 
2pm: Cleopatra 
7pm: Heaven’s Gate 
 
Fri, Nov 27 
2:30pm: Heaven’s Gate 
7pm: Cleopatra 
 
Sat, Nov 28 
2, 4:30, 9:50pm: Sorcerer 
7pm: Dune 
 
Sun, Nov 29 
5, 7:30pm: One From the Heart 
 


