
 

 

 
 
 
Unbound, a book launch series co-presented by BAM and Greenlight 
Bookstore, returns this spring with Ben Rawlence 

  
Unbound: Ben Rawlence in conversation with K’naan 
Launch of City of Thorns 
Feb 12 at 7:30pm 
BAM Fisher (Fishman Space), 321 Ashland Pl 
$25 (ticket only); $45 (includes book) 
 
Brooklyn, NY/ December 14, 2015—Unbound: A Book Launch Series with BAM and Greenlight 
Bookstore returns this spring with author Ben Rawlence for the release of City of Thorns. Rawlence is 
joined by Somali-born musician K’naan to discuss the unique combination of storytelling and sociopolitical 
investigative journalism in his new book. This event is the first installment of this spring’s captivating book 
launch series. 
 
In City of Thorns, the illuminating account of nine youths living in the Dadaab refugee settlement in 
northern Kenya, Rawlence interweaves the stories of these individuals to show what life is like in the camp 
and to sketch the wider political forces that keep the refugees trapped there. Using these varied narratives, 
Rawlence delves deep into the harrowing impasse facing the residents of the camps: they are caught 
between war in Somalia, indefinite incarceration in Kenya, and an illegal, dangerous, and expensive 
journey to a better life in Europe. City of Thorns is an urgent human story with deep international 
repercussions. 
 
Tickets for Unbound: Ben Rawlence with K’naan go on sale Dec 22 (Dec 15 for Members). Visit BAM.org 
for more details. 
 
For press information on Unbound: A Book Launch Series with BAM and Greenlight Bookstore contact 
Christina Norris, cnorris@bam.org, 718.636.4129 x8 
 
About the Artists 
 
Ben Rawlence is a former researcher for Human Rights Watch in the horn of Africa. He is the author of 
Radio Congo and has written for a wide range of publications, including The New York Times, The Guardian, 
The London Review of Books, and Prospect. He lives in Wales with his family. 
 
K'naan was born in Mogadishu in 1978 and moved to North America after the civil war broke out in 1990. 
During the 2011 Horn of Africa famine, he visited the Dadaab refugee camp and has been a frequent 
spokesman and fundraiser for refugees. K’Naan, whose name means "traveler" in Somali, is a poet, rapper, 
singer, songwriter, and instrumentalist. He rose to prominence with the success of his single "Wavin' Flag.”  
Besides hip-hop, K'naan's sound is influenced by elements of Somali music, Ethio-jazz, and world music. 
 
Brooklyn Academy of Music’s (BAM’s) mission is to be a home for adventurous artists, audiences, and 
ideas. America’s oldest performing arts institution, it is recognized internationally for innovative dance, 
music, and theater programming—including its renowned Next Wave Festival. BAM also features an 



 

 

acclaimed repertory film program, literary and visual art events, and extensive educational programs. The 
institution is led by President Katy Clark and Executive Producer Joseph V. Melillo. BAM.org  
 
Founded in October 2009, Greenlight Bookstore is a general independent bookstore located in Fort 
Greene/Clinton Hill in Brooklyn and serving the wider literary community. Through knowledgeable staff, 
curated book selection, community partnerships, and a robust e-commerce website as well as a beautiful 
Fulton Street space, Greenlight combines the best traditions of the neighborhood bookstore with a forward-
looking sensibility. Greenlight has garnered local, national, and international press coverage for its innovative 
startup model and its continuing success. In addition to partnering with BAM on the Unbound series, 
Greenlight hosts literary events in the bookstore several nights a week.  More information and details can be 
found at greenlightbookstore.com. 
	  
Credits 
Your tax dollars make BAM programs possible through funding from the City of New York Department of Cultural Affairs 
and the New York State Council on the Arts. The BAM facilities are owned by the City of New York and benefit from 
public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs with support from Mayor Bill de Blasio; 
Cultural Affairs Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl; the New York City Council including Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Finance Committee Chair Julissa Ferreras, Cultural Affairs Committee Chair Jimmy Van Bramer, the Brooklyn 
Delegation of the Council, and Council Member Laurie Cumbo; and Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams. BAM 
would like to thank the Brooklyn Delegations of the New York State Assembly, Joseph R. Lentol, Delegation Leader; 
and New York Senate, Senator Velmanette Montgomery, Delegation Leader. 

	  
General	  Information	  
BAM	  Howard	  Gilman	  Opera	  House,	  BAM	  Rose	  Cinemas,	  and	  BAMcafé	  are	  located	  in	  the	  Peter	  Jay	  Sharp	  building	  at	  30	  
Lafayette	  Avenue	  (between	  St	  Felix	  Street	  and	  Ashland	  Place)	  in	  the	  Fort	  Greene	  neighborhood	  of	  Brooklyn.	  BAM	  Harvey	  
Theater	  is	  located	  two	  blocks	  from	  the	  main	  building	  at	  651	  Fulton	  Street	  (between	  Ashland	  and	  Rockwell	  Places).	  Both	  
locations	  house	  Greenlight	  Bookstore	  at	  BAM	  kiosks.	  BAM	  Fisher,	  located	  at	  321	  Ashland	  Place,	  is	  the	  newest	  addition	  to	  the	  
BAM	  campus	  and	  houses	  the	  Judith	  and	  Alan	  Fishman	  Space	  and	  Rita	  K.	  Hillman	  Studio.	  BAM	  Rose	  Cinemas	  is	  Brooklyn’s	  
only	  movie	  house	  dedicated	  to	  first-‐run	  independent	  and	  foreign	  film	  and	  repertory	  programming.	  BAMcafé,	  operated	  by	  
Great	  Performances,	  offers	  a	  bar	  menu	  and	  dinner	  entrées	  prior	  to	  BAM	  Howard	  Gilman	  Opera	  House	  evening	  
performances.	  BAMcafé	  also	  features	  an	  eclectic	  mix	  of	  spoken	  word	  and	  live	  music	  for	  BAMcafé	  Live	  on	  Friday	  and	  
Saturday	  nights	  with	  a	  bar	  menu	  available	  starting	  at	  6pm.	  
	  
	  
Subway:	   	   2,	  3,	  4,	  5,	  Q,	  B	  to	  Atlantic	  Avenue	  –	  Barclays	  Center	  (2,	  3,	  4,	  5	  to	  Nevins	  St	  for	  Harvey	  Theater)	  

D,	  N,	  R	  to	  Pacific	  Street;	  G	  to	  Fulton	  Street;	  C	  to	  Lafayette	  Avenue	  
	  
Train:	   	   Long	  Island	  Railroad	  to	  Atlantic	  Terminal	  –	  Barclays	  Center	  
	  
Bus:	   	   B25,	  B26,	  B41,	  B45,	  B52,	  B63,	  B67	  all	  stop	  within	  three	  blocks	  of	  BAM	  
	  
Car:	  	   	   Commercial	  parking	  lots	  are	  located	  adjacent	  to	  BAM	  
	  
For	  ticket	  information,	  call	  BAM	  Ticket	  Services	  at	  718.636.4100,	  or	  visit	  BAM.org.	  
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