
 

BAMcinématek presents Kino Polska: New Polish 
Cinema, a showcase of the country’s best new films, 
Feb 25—28 
 
Including New York premieres of director Małgorzata 
Szumowska’s Body, Michal Rogalski’s Summer Solstice, and 
Filip Bajon’s Damaged 
 
The Wall Street Journal is the title sponsor for BAMcinématek and BAM Rose Cinemas. 
 
Brooklyn, NY/Jan 25, 2016—From Thursday, February 25, through Sunday, February 28, 
BAMcinématek, the Polish Cultural Institute, and The Polish Film Institute present Kino Polska: 
New Polish Cinema, a four-day, six-film series showcasing the country’s best new films. 
Featuring selections from this year’s Gdynia Film Festival, Poland’s largest annual film showcase, 
the series highlights a new generation of directors and reflects the remarkable rejuvenation Polish 
cinema has undergone in recent years.  
 
The inaugural edition of Kino Polska: New Polish Cinema was presented at BAMcinématek in 
2014, with a lineup including Andrzej Wajda’s Wałęsa: Man of Hope and Pawel Pawlikowski’s Ida, 
which went on to win an Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film. Recently, 
BAMcinématek has also collaborated with the Polish Cultural Institute and the Polish Film Institute 
to organize full-career retrospectives of iconic Polish auteurs Andrzej Żuławski (2012) and 
Wojciech Has (2015). 
 
Opening the series is the New York premiere of Małgorzata Szumowska’s Body (2015—Feb 25), 
winner of the Silver Bear for Best Director at the 2015 Berlinale and the Golden Lion Award for 
Best Film at the Gdynia Film Festival. Body paints a portrait of three individuals who have recently 
suffered loss, and explores the distinctive way they handle it. Told as an artful narrative, the film 
explores the human form in relation to life and death.  
 
Winner of the Polish edition of the Hartley-Merrill screenwriting competition is the historical drama 
Summer Solstice (2015—Feb 26). Set in the Polish countryside in 1943, Summer Solstice follows 
a Polish railway worker, a German policeman, a young Jewish woman, and a Polish country girl, 
all trying to withstand their perilous circumstances in order to survive. Also playing on Friday is 
The Magic Mountain (2015—Feb 26), an impressive, animated docudrama that tells the story of 
free-spirited artist Adam Jacek Winkler who, as a Polish anti-Communist, fought against the Soviet 
Union in Afghanistan in the 1980s. Employing sketches, photographs and journal outtakes, the 
surreal film coalesces as a dialogue between Winkler and his daughter.  
 
The Performer (2015—Feb 27) is an introduction to famed Polish artist Oskar Dawicki—known for 
his boundary-pushing, metaphorical performance pieces, and trademark shiny blue jacket. As his 
mentor lies on his death bed, Dawicki reaches a crossroads, taking stock of the more important 
things in life. A combination of documentary and narrative, the film provides insight into Dawicki’s 
methods as well as the inner workings of the art world. Screening the same evening is former 
documentarian Kinga Debska’s narrative feature These Daughters of Mine (2015—Feb 27), 
winner of the Audience Award at the Gdynia Film Festival. In this bittersweet family drama, two 
sisters—one a famous actress (Agata Kulesza, Ida), the other an emotionally unstable school 



 

teacher—reunite with their domineering father to confront their mother’s sudden illness. Despite their 
disdain for each other, the sisters are forced to come together to care for their parents. 
 
Closing out the series is Damaged (2015—Feb 28), a modern take on a classic play by director Filip 
Bajon. A film director in search of a project returns to her family home to uncover a history that might be 
better left untouched. Damaged is an engaging family mystery told through the eyes of three generations 
of women in the infamous Dulski literary family, which in Polish literature represents parochialism, 
mendacity and hypocrisy. 
 
Special guest appearances to be announced.  
 
For press information, please contact: 
Maureen Masters at 718.724.8023 / mmasters@BAM.org  
Hannah Thomas at 718.724.8002 / hthomas@BAM.org  
 
 
Kino Polska: New Polish Cinema Schedule 
 
Thu, Feb 25 
7:30pm: Body 
 
Fri, Feb 26 
7pm: Summer Solstice 
9:30pm: The Magic Mountain 
 
Sat, Feb 27 
7pm: These Daughters of Mine 
9:30pm: The Performer 
 
Sun, Feb 28 
7pm: Damaged 

 
 
Film Descriptions 
 
Body (2015) 89min New York premiere! 
Directed by Małgorzata Szumowska. With Janusz Gajos, Maja Ostaszewska, Justyna Suwala.  
Winner of the Silver Bear for Best Director at the 2015 Berlinale, this beguiling black comedy charts the 
intersecting lives of three lost souls—a grieving crime scene investigator (Gajos), his anorexic daughter 
(Suwala), and a physical therapist (Ostaszewska) who communicates with the dead. Alternately funny 
and profound, Body is a one-of-a-kind ghost story that explores the mysterious realm between the 
physical and metaphysical worlds. DCP. 
Thu, Feb 25 at 7:30pm  
 
Damaged (2015) 91min New York premiere! 
Directed by Filip Bajon. With Krystyna Janda, Maja Ostaszewska, Katarzyna Figura.  

Three generations of family secrets are exorcised in this masterful black comedy set, variously, in 1914, 
1954, and the late 1990s. Polish superstar Krystyna Janda (leading lady for Wajda and Kieslowski) gives 
a commanding performance as the matriarch of a famous literary family whose film director 
granddaughter (Ostaszewska) returns home where she rattles skeletons in the closet that are inextricably 
tied to Polish history. DCP. 
Sun, Feb 28 at 6:30pm 
 
The Magic Mountain (2015) 89min New York premiere! 
Directed by Anca Damian.  
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This visually overpowering animated tour-de-force relates the tumultuous life of Adam Jacek Winkler, a 
Polish anti-Communist who fought alongside the mujahideen against the Soviet Union in the Soviet-
Afghan War. Incorporating a dazzling blend of various animation techniques, collages, photographs, 
paintings by Winkler, and found footage, The Magic Mountain is a hallucinatory essay on the meaning of 
heroism. DCP. 
Fri, Feb 26 at 9:30pm 
 
The Performer (2015) 63min New York premiere! 
Directed by Maciej Sobieszczański & Łukasz Ronduda. With Oskar Dawicki, Agata Buzek, Andrzej Chyra.  
Part film, part performance art spectacle, this anarchic head-trip stars boundary-pushing artist Oskar 
Dawicki, whose playful, provocative pieces—he once hung, with a noose around his neck, suspended 
only by helium balloons—tackle profound existential conundrums with coolly ironic humor. Playing a 
version of himself, Dawicki slyly blends fact and fiction as he investigates the role of the romantic artist  in 
contemporary society. DCP. 
Sat, Feb 27 at 9:30pm 
 
Summer Solstice (2015) 96min New York premiere! 
Directed by Michal Rogalski. With Filip Piotrowicz, Jonas Nay, Urszula Bogucka.  
The horrors of World War II are glimpsed through the eyes of two teenagers—a Polish country boy 
(Piotrowicz) and a sensitive young German soldier (Nay)—in this heartrending, coming-of-age saga. 
Thrown together by fate, the two young men each confront humanity’s darkest depths during a life-
changing summer in 1943. Strikingly lensed and psychologically penetrating, Summer Solstice is a 
shattering portrait of life during wartime. DCP. 
Fri, Feb 26 at 7pm  
 
These Daughters of Mine (2015) 88min 
Directed by Kinga Debska. With Agata Kulesza, Gabriela Muskala, Marian Dziedziel.  
In this bittersweet family drama, two sisters—one a famous actress (Kulesza, Ida), the other an 
emotionally rattled school teacher—reunite with their domineering father to confront their mother’s sudden 
illness. Despite their disdain for each other, the sisters join forces to care for their parents. This multiple 
award-winner at the Gdynia Film Festival matches its moving portrait of aging with moments of 
outrageous comedy. DCP. 
Sat, Feb 27 at 6:30pm 
 
 
About BAMcinématek 
The four-screen BAM Rose Cinemas (BRC) opened in 1998 to offer Brooklyn audiences alternative and independent 
films that might not play in the borough otherwise, making BAM the only performing arts center in the country with two 
mainstage theaters and a multiplex cinema. In July 1999, beginning with a series celebrating the work of Spike Lee, 
BAMcinématek was born as Brooklyn’s only daily, year-round repertory film program. BAMcinématek presents new 
and rarely seen contemporary films, classics, work by local artists, and festivals of films from around the world, often 
with special appearances by directors, actors, and other guests. BAMcinématek has not only presented major 
retrospectives by major filmmakers such as Michelangelo Antonioni, Manoel de Oliveira, Shohei Imamura, Vincente 
Minnelli (winning a National Film Critics’ Circle Award prize for the retrospective), Kaneto Shindo, Luchino Visconti, 
and William Friedkin, but it has also introduced New York audiences to contemporary artists such as Pedro Costa 
and Apichatpong Weerasethakul. In addition, BAMcinématek programmed the first US retrospectives of directors 
Arnaud Desplechin, Nicolas Winding Refn, Hong Sang-soo, and Andrzej Zulawski. From 2006 to 2008, 
BAMcinématek partnered with the Sundance Institute and in June 2009 launched BAMcinemaFest, a 16-day festival 
of new independent films and repertory favorites with 15 NY feature film premieres; the seventh annual 
BAMcinemaFest ran from June 17—28, 2015. 
 
THE POLISH CULTURAL INSTITUTE NEW YORK was founded in 2000. It is a diplomatic mission of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland, operating in the area of public diplomacy. The PCI is one of 24 such 
institutes around the world. It is also an active member of the network of the European Union National Institutes for 
Culture (EUNIC) in its New York cluster. 
 
The Institute’s mission is to disseminate around the world comprehensive knowledge of Poland, Polish history and 
national heritage, as well as to promote Poland’s contemporary contributions to the success of world culture. The 



 

Institute does so through initiating, supporting and promoting collaboration between Poland and the United States in 
the areas of art, education, research and in many other aspects of intellectual and social life. The Institute’s main task 
to ensure Polish participation in the programming of America’s most important cultural institutions as well as in large 
international initiatives. 
 
The Institute works with renowned cultural and academic centers and opinion leaders operating on the American 
market. Its main partners include such prestigious organizations as Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music, the Museum of Modern Art, PEN American Center, the Poetry Society of America, the 
National Gallery of Art, Yale University, Columbia University, Princeton University, the Harvard Film Archive, the 
CUNY Graduate Center, the Julliard School of Music, the New Museum, the Jewish Museum, La MaMa E.T.C. and 
many others. For more than fifteen years, it has presented Americans the achievements of outstanding Polish artists, 
including the filmmakers Roman Polański, Andrzej Wajda and Jerzy Skolimowski; the writers Czesław Miłosz, Adam 
Zagajewski and Wisława Szymborska; the composers Krzysztof Penderecki, Witold Lutosławski and Mikołaj Górecki; 
theater artists Krystian Lupa, Jerzy Grotowski and Tadeusz Kantor; the visual artists Krzysztof Wodiczko, Katarzyna 
Kozyra, Alina Szapocznikow and many other important figures in the arts. The Institute initiates and actively 
participates in debates around the humanities in the broad sense, including those concerning history and the today’s 
most important social and political occurrences. 
 
Credits 
 
The Wall Street Journal is the title sponsor of BAM Rose Cinemas and BAMcinématek. 
 
Steinberg Screen at the BAM Harvey Theater is made possible by The Joseph S. and Diane H. Steinberg Charitable 
Trust.  
 
Pepsi is the official beverage of BAM. 
 
Brooklyn Brewery is the preferred beer of BAMcinématek. 
 
BAM Rose Cinemas are named in recognition of a major gift in honor of Jonathan F.P. and Diana Calthorpe Rose. 
BAM Rose Cinemas would also like to acknowledge the generous support of The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation, The 
Estate of Richard B. Fisher, Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz, Brooklyn Delegation of the New York City 
Council, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts, Bloomberg, and Time 
Warner Inc. Additional support for BAMcinématek is provided by the Coolidge Corner Theatre Foundation, The 
Grodzins Fund, The Liman Foundation and Summit Rock Advisors. 
 

Kino Polska: New Polish Cinema is presented by BAMcinématek, the Polish Cultural Institute New York, and Polish 
Film Institute. 
 
General Information 
 

BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay Sharp building at 
30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene neighborhood of Brooklyn. BAM 
Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 Fulton Street (between Ashland and Rockwell 
Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located at 321 Ashland Place, is the 
newest addition to the BAM campus and houses the Judith and Alan Fishman Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. 
BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn’s only movie house dedicated to first-run independent and foreign film and repertory 
programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances, offers a bar menu and dinner entrées prior to BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances. BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of spoken word and live 
music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday nights with a bar menu available starting at 6pm. 
 
Subway:           2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey Theater)  

D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
Train:                Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
Bus:                 B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM  
Car:                  Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 

 


