
 

 

BAM announces the establishment of its first fellowship to honor 
DanceAfrica founder Charles Davis and calls for applications 
 

The Chuck Davis Emerging Choreographer Fellowship supports 
travel to Africa or its diaspora to study dance; inaugural recipient 
to be announced at this year’s DanceAfrica celebration, May 27—30 
 
 
Brooklyn NY/Feb 12, 2016—BAM announces call for applications for the Chuck Davis 
Emerging Choreographer Fellowship, established with support of the SHS Foundation. The 
fellowship honors Charles “Chuck” Davis’ contribution to DanceAfrica, the annual festival 
that he founded in 1977 and for which served as artistic director until 2015. The fellowship 
offers up to $9,000 for emerging choreographers to travel to Africa or its diaspora and study 
with experts in the field of African dance. The first recipient will be announced during this 
year’s DanceAfrica festival, taking place over Memorial Day weekend. 
 
The Chuck Davis Emerging Choreographer Fellowship is the first that BAM has created. 
Joseph V. Mellilo, BAM executive producer, says: “Chuck has devoted his artistic life to 
promoting African dance, first through his own company, then DanceAfrica, which started at 
BAM and has since expanded to many cities. Countless people have come to enjoy African 
dance as a result of his enthusiasm and energy. The fellowship will be a lasting tribute to his 
invaluable contribution to this field.” 
 
Davis, who remains artistic director emeritus of DanceAfrica, said, “I am heartened by the 
generosity of BAM and the SHS Foundation. This fellowship will provide an in-depth 
opportunity to young choreographers to learn African dance styles from where they 
originated and how they are still practiced. This will also afford a chance to foster vibrant 
cross-continental and cross-cultural conversations leading to deeper understanding of 
people and their relationship to each other. I strongly encourage all young choreographers to 
apply.” 
 
US citizens or permanent residents with specialized training and interest in the field are 
encouraged to apply. The deadline of this year’s applications is March 18. Please go to 
www.BAM.org/Davis for details.  
 
About DanceAfrica 
DanceAfrica is BAM's longest running program and America's largest celebration of African 
and African-American dance, music, and culture. Created in 1977, under the artistic direction 
of founding elder Charles “Chuck” Davis and with the aim of heightening awareness of 
African culture, the festival has evolved into a beloved annual Memorial Day weekend event 
that brings the entire community together. In 2015, the leadership baton was passed to 
Abdel R. Salaam. 
 
Each year DanceAfrica brings one or two visiting companies from Africa or its diaspora to 
the BAM Howard Gilman Opera House. The performances include other traditional and 
contemporary dance companies, students of BAM/Restoration DanceAfrica Ensemble, and 
live music. The weekend-long festival also includes master classes, community events, film 
screenings, an art exhibition, and the one-and-only DanceAfrica outdoor bazaar, a 
marketplace of African, African-American, and Caribbean arts, crafts, and food. 
 
For press information contact David Hsieh at dhsieh@bam.org or 718.636.4129 x5. 

  



 

 

Credits 
Delta is the Official Airline of BAM. Pepsi is the official beverage of BAM. Santander is the BAM Marquee 
sponsor. Yamaha is the official piano for BAM. New York Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge is the official hotel 
for BAM. 
 
Your tax dollars make BAM programs possible through funding from the City of New York Department of 
Cultural Affairs and the New York State Council on the Arts. The BAM facilities are owned by the City of New 
York and benefit from public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs with 
support from Mayor Bill de Blasio; Cultural Affairs Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl; the New York City Council 
including Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Finance Committee Chair Julissa Ferreras, Cultural Affairs 
Committee Chair Jimmy Van Bramer, the Brooklyn Delegation of the Council, and Council Member Laurie 
Cumbo; and Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams. BAM would like to thank the Brooklyn Delegations 
of the New York State Assembly, Joseph R. Lentol, Delegation Leader; and New York Senate, Senator 
Velmanette Montgomery, Delegation Leader. 
 
General Information 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay Sharp 
building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene 
neighborhood of Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 Fulton 
Street (between Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at BAM kiosks. 
BAM Fisher, located at 321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and houses the Judith 
and Alan Fishman Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn’s only movie house 
dedicated to first-run independent and foreign film and repertory programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great 
Performances, offers a dinner menu prior to BAM Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances. 
BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of live music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday nights with a 
bar menu available starting at 6pm. 
 
Subway: 2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey  

Theater) D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
Train:    Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
Bus:    B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM  
Car:    Limited commercial parking lots are located near BAM. Visit BAM.org for information 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
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