
 

 
 
 
 
 
BAM hosts the 2017 Brooklyn Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. on Jan 16 

 
Free community event features prominent civic leaders and a keynote 
address by Black Lives Matter co-founder Opal Tometi 

 
Music performances by The Campbell Brothers and The Institutional Radio 
Choir  
 
Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams to serve as Master of Ceremony 
 
Additional events include a free screening of Ava DuVernay’s 13th 
 
Presented by BAM (Brooklyn Academy of Music), Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. 
Adams, and Medgar Evers College of The City University of New York  

 
 

BAM Howard Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave) 
Jan 16 at 10:30am 
Free (tickets will be distributed on a first-come, first-seated basis starting at 8am) 

 
 
Dec 8, 2016/Brooklyn, NY—BAM will host the annual Brooklyn Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
on Monday, January 16 at 10:30am in the Howard Gilman Opera House (Peter Jay Sharp Building, 30 
Lafayette Ave). The celebration, now in its 31st year, brings together Civil Rights activists, musicians, 
and civic leaders to commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. King. This year, Black Lives Matter Co-
founder Opal Tometi will deliver the keynote speech. Additional free community events are also 
scheduled on the BAM campus.  
 
BAM president Katy Clark said, “This annual tribute at BAM is New York’s largest event honoring Dr. 
King and his legacy. We gather to celebrate his message and its enduring value, and welcome those 
who have attended this resonant event for many years as well as those new to our community.” 
 
Starting with a social media call-to-action in 2013, Black Lives Matter became nationally known for its 
street demonstrations following the 2014 deaths of two African-American men: Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, MO, and Eric Garner in New York. Its network now includes 30 local chapters nationwide. 
The movement serves as a reminder that social justice is not a given, and the fight for equal treatment 
of all people should never rest. As the nation addresses issues raised during a polarizing election, 
Tometi’s message is resonant and timely.  
 



The event also features music performances by The Campbell Brothers and The Institutional Radio 
Choir. Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams serves as the master of ceremony.  
 
Related weekend programs kicks off with the BAMcafé Live shows by Soul Science Lab. The day-of 
events include a free film screening of Ava DuVernay’s acclaimed 13th, a reading from the new book 
Frederick Douglass in Brooklyn, and the annual community art exhibition, “Picture the Dream,” 
featuring works by students from the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) Atlantic Terminal 
Community Center. (Details below.) 
 
The event is free. Tickets will be distributed on a first-come, first-seated basis starting at 8am in the 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House lobby. For further information, please call BAM Ticket Services at 
718.636.4100 or visit BAM.org. 
 
For media access to the event (including interview requests), please contact David Hsieh at 
dhsieh@BAM.org or 718.636.4129 x5. 
 
 
Additional Events 
BAMcafé Live (30 Lafayette Ave, 2nd Fl) 
Soul Science Lab 
Jan 13 & 14 at 9pm 
This Brooklyn-based music and multimedia duo translates stories into soul-stirring sounds. Made up of 
Chen Lo and Asante’ Amin, Soul Science Lab’s mix of hip-hop/soul/jazz sounds brings spiritually 
positive and uplifting messages that kick-off this year’s Tribute.   
 
Film screening: 13th 
Directed by Ava DuVernay 
Jan 16 at 1pm 
BAM Rose Cinemas (30 Lafayette Ave)   
Free (tickets will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis) 
In Ava DuVernay's (Selma) important, thought-provoking documentary, scholars, activists, and 
politicians analyze the criminalization of African-Americans and the US prison boom.  
 
Frederick Douglass in Brooklyn 
Co-presented by BAM and Greenlight Bookstore 
Readings by Carl Hancock Rux 
Commentary by Theodore Hamm 
Launch of Frederick Douglass in Brooklyn 
Jan 16 at 1pm  
BAM Fisher Lower Lobby (321 Ashland Pl) 
Free 
 
As part of BAM’s celebration of the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., BAM and Greenlight 
Bookstore present the launch of Frederick Douglass in Brooklyn, a volume published by Brooklyn-
based Akashic Books with original source material that illustrates the complex relationship between 
Frederick Douglass and the pre-1989 city of Brooklyn. Douglass’ role as an abolitionist leader, 
spokesman for racial equality, and defender of women’s rights resonates clearly with Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s vision of social activism and equality. Performer Carl Hancock Rux will read from Douglass’ 
writings, and editor Theodore Hamm will provide context and commentary for some of Douglass’ best-
known speeches, many of which were given at BAM. This reading, discussion, and Q&A will take 
place in the Wendy’s Subway Reading Room, located in the BAM Fisher Lower Lobby. Attendees will 
be able to purchase signed copies of Frederick Douglass in Brooklyn, available to all attendees at a 
15% discount. 



 
Art exhibition in Dyker Gallery (30 Lafayette Ave, 2nd fl) 
Jan 13—Feb 9  
BAM presents “Picture the Dream,” a community art exhibition featuring works by students from the 
New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) Atlantic Terminal Community Center.   
 
For the ninth year in a row, BAM partners with NYCHA to offer free art workshops to children living in 
Brooklyn public housing residences. This year, students from the Atlantic Terminal Community Center 
created original artwork inspired by Dr. King's dream of freedom and equality. 
 
About the Speakers 
A dedicated activist working at the intersection of racial justice and immigrant rights for more than a 
decade, Opal Tometi was incensed by the 2013 acquittal of George Zimmerman in the shooting death 
of Trayvon Martin and was inspired to take action. Starting from the Twitter hashtag 
#BlackLivesMatter, Tometi (with Alicia Garza and Patrisse Cullors) prompted activism nationwide and 
introduced the banner under which this generation’s civil rights movement marches. As the executive 
director at the Black Alliance for Just Immigration, Tometi is at the helm of the country’s leading black 
organization for immigrant rights, steering initiatives including the first Congressional briefing on black 
immigrants. She has participated with the UN’s Global Forum on Migration and Commission on the 
Status of Women. 

 
An established immigration rights advocate and community organizer, Tometi’s interest stems from her 
experience as the child of Nigerian immigrants. Recognized as a rising leader in the movement, she 
was named a “New Civil Rights Leader” by the Los Angeles Times for her work building movements 
that bridge immigrant and human rights initiatives to the ever-growing black liberation movement. 
Tometi and her fellow Black Lives Matter co-founders were honored with inclusion on The Root’s Top 
100 List for the movement’s social and political impact in 2005. They also received BET’s Black Girls 
Rock Community Change Agent Award in 2016, and were recognized among the world’s 50 greatest 
leaders by Fortune and Politico. 

 
For the past three decades, Eric L. Adams has served the residents of the city of his birth as a police 
officer, state senator, and coalition builder. In November of 2013, he was elected Brooklyn borough 
president. Born in Brownsville and educated in the City’s public school system, Adams is committed to 
ensuring Brooklyn’s bright future by helping each and every Brooklynite reach his or her full potential. 
Throughout his career, he has been an effective advocate for Brooklyn, bringing people and 
communities together to create progressive change, and working with both the private and public 
sectors to invigorate the borough’s economy by encouraging job growth and investment in every 
neighborhood. Whether his beat was on the street or in the halls of government, Adams has always 
looked out for Brooklyn’s working families and sought to protect our most vulnerable residents. He 
believes that government works best when everyone has a chance to be heard, and he has resolved 
to use his office to provide an opportunity for diverse groups to work together for the common good. 
 
Since the beginning of his first term as the highest-ranking elected official in Brooklyn, Adams has 
worked to make the popularity of Brooklyn’s brand translate into prosperity for the more than 2.6 
million Brooklynites that call the borough home. He is a big believer in the power of connections, of 
bringing together people in need of services with resources that have long existed but have been 
underutilized. Adams has opened Brooklyn Borough Hall in ways unprecedented, allowing thousands 
of people to connect for the first time with government and civic life. His agenda cannot be defined by 
a short list of issues: he is committed to addressing the wide range of concerns facing Brooklynites. 
Adams maintains residences in Bedford-Stuyvesant and Prospect Heights, where he has resided for 
over 20 years. He enjoys riding the streets of Brooklyn on his bicycle, meditation, and exploring new 
places and cultures. 
 



 
About the artists 
The Campbell Brothers perform Gospel music with electric steel guitars and vocals. This tradition 
(Sacred Steel) emerged from the House of God Keith Dominion Church, where for over 60 years it has 
been an integral part of worship and a vital American tradition. As the music moves from sanctuary to 
concert hall—including the Hollywood Bowl, the Kennedy Center, Brooklyn Academy of Music, and 
Symphony Space—secular audiences are now able to appreciate a performance both devoted and 
rocking. 
 
Pedal steel guitarist Chuck Campbell (2004 National Heritage Fellowship recipient) and his lap steel-
playing brother Darick are two of the finest in this tradition. Rounding out the band, which has been 
playing together for nearly two decades, is a high-energy rhythm section featuring brother Phil 
Campbell on electric guitar, his son Carlton on drums, and bassist Malcom Kirby. Classic, gutsy 
Gospel vocals by Katie Jackson and Denise Brown bring the ensemble to a level of energy and 
expression that defies description. 
 
The Institutional Radio Choir has been serving Jesus Christ in the ministry of song for almost 50 
years. Its repertoire consists of all Gospel types: traditional Gospel, anthems, and hard rock Gospel. 
They are a contemporary Gospel choir with a traditional message.  
 
Founded by Carl E. Williams, Sr., the Choir was originally led by Bishop J. C. White, and his brother, 
Alfred White. The artistic direction was enhanced by the late Professor John Hason. Nationwide tours 
resulted from their first gold album “Stretch Out,” and have expanded worldwide, including Europe, the 
Caribbean Islands, Mexico, Canada, and Asia. The Choir has recorded 26 live albums including its 
latest, “Just Have Church.” The Choir has had the privilege of performing with some of the industry’s 
greatest entertainers such as Ben Vereen, Donald Fagen, Glenn Frye, Paul Simon, Morgan Freeman, 
Carl Lumbly, Max Roach, Roberta Flack, Patti LaBelle, Yussef Latiff, Jay Giles, the Brooklyn 
Philharmonic Orchestra, and Barry Manilow.  
 
 
Credits 
Delta is the Official Airline of BAM. Pepsi is the official beverage of BAM. Santander is the BAM Marquee 
sponsor. Yamaha is the official piano for BAM. New York Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge is the official hotel for 
BAM. 
 
Your tax dollars make BAM programs possible through funding from the City of New York Department of Cultural 
Affairs and the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New 
York State Legislature. The BAM Next Wave Festival is supported in part by an award from the National 
Endowment for the Arts. The BAM facilities are owned by the City of New York and benefit from public funds 
provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs with support from Mayor Bill de Blasio; 
Cultural Affairs Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl; the New York City Council including Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark Viverito, Finance Committee Chair Julissa Ferreras, Cultural Affairs Committee Chair Jimmy Van Bramer, 
Councilmember Laurie Cumbo, and the Brooklyn Delegation of the Council; and Brooklyn Borough President 
Eric L. Adams. BAM would like to thank the Brooklyn Delegations of the New York State Assembly, Joseph R. 
Lentol, Delegation Leader; and New York Senate, Senator Velmanette Montgomery.  
 
General Information 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay Sharp 
building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene neighborhood of 
Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 Fulton Street (between 
Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located 
at 321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and houses the Judith and Alan Fishman 
Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn’s only movie house dedicated to first-run 
independent and foreign film and repertory programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances, offers a 
dinner menu prior to most BAM Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances, featuring varied light fare 



and bar service. BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of live music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday 
nights with bar service and light dining available from 6pm. 
 
Subway:     2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey  

Theater); D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
Train:           Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
Bus:             B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM  
Car:              Limited commercial parking lots are located near BAM. Visit BAM.org for information. 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
 

## ## ## 


