
**MEDIA ALERT**PHOTO OPPORTUNITY** 
BAM Richard B. Fisher Building opening ceremony set for 
September 6 at 11am  

  

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg; Brooklyn Borough President Marty 
Markowitz; NYC Council Member Domenic M. Recchia, Jr; BAM President 

Karen Brooks Hopkins; BAM Executive Producer Joseph V. Melillo, 
BAM’s Board Chair Alan Fishman; BAM Trustee Jeanne Donovan Fisher; 
Actor & Friends of BAM Chair Jeremy Irons; Urban Bush Women Artistic 

Director Jawole Willa Jo Zollar; Architect Hugh Hardy;  
and more officials to attend… 

 
WHAT:  Official opening ceremony for the BAM Fisher 

building 
  

Chase is the inaugural year sponsor of the 
BAM Fisher  

 
WHERE:    321 Ashland Pl, Brooklyn, NY 
  
WHEN:    Thu, Sep 6, 2012 
   Remarks & Ribbon cutting – 11am 
   Building tours follow remarks 

(Press arrivals – 10:30am) 
  
     

Brooklyn, NY/September 5, 2012—To celebrate the completion of BAM’s newest venue, 
local officials and BAM leadership and trustees will officially open the BAM Fisher to the 
public with a ceremony on September 6. The structure, designed by Hugh Hardy/ H3 
Hardy Collaboration Architecture, is a new model for the 21st-century performing arts 
center, with an intimate and flexible non-proscenium performance space for both 
emerging and established artists. BAM’s Education & Humanities programs reach more 
than 30,000 people annually. The BAM Fisher offers the opportunity to serve even 
greater numbers through its expanded arts education programs, thereby enabling BAM 
to both grow artistically and make a meaningful impact on the local community. 
 
About the building:  

 It is located around the corner from BAM’s Peter Jay Sharp Building at 321 
Ashland Place—the site of the Salvation Army’s former Brooklyn Citadel Corps. 

 It is named in honor of longtime friend and BAM Endowment Trust Chairman 
Richard B. Fisher (1936—2004). 

 A $50 million investment, the BAM Fisher is the first new performance venue 
added to the BAM campus since 1987. 

 Its creation was made possible through a combination of generous private and 
public funding, including the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, the



New York City Council, the Brooklyn Borough President, and the Brooklyn delegations of the New York 
State Assembly and Senate  

 It is designed for LEED Gold certification. 
 In total it encompasses 40,000 square feet and is seven stories tall. 

 
About the BAM Fisher spaces: 

 Judith and Alan Fishman Space: a flexible 250-seat theater designed to accommodate a range of 
performance and art forms and audience arrangements.  

 Rita K. Hillman Studio: a 1,600-square-foot space that serves as a rehearsal space or place to develop 
new works, and can also be used for intimate performances.  

 Samuel H. Scripps Stage: a flexible, moveable stage located within the Fishman Space.  
 Max Leavitt Theater Workshop: a space used by BAM Education and Humanities programs and for 

instruction and development of new work.  
 Geraldine Stutz Gardens: designed by Starr Whitehouse Landscape Architects and Planners and 

installed by New York Green Roofs, this rooftop space features Robin Heidi Kennedy’s sculptural work—
The Bottle Dancers—amidst sustainable landscaping and is available for public and private events and 
BAM education programs.  

 Peter Jay Sharp Lobby: a gathering and concessions area that serves as an exhibition space for local 
visual artists and is home to BAM’s first permanent piece of commissioned interior artwork—José Parlá’s 
37’x7’ painting Gesture Performing Dance, Dance Performing Gesture. The lower lobby features 
carpeting designed by Madeline Weinrib. 

 
About the BAM Fisher programming: 

 All performance tickets are $20. 
 The BAM Fisher will serve as an additional full-service creative home to Next Wave Festival artists. 
 Fourteen Next Wave Festival engagements are slated for 2012, beginning September 5 with ECLIPSE—

a dance and visual art piece by Jonah Bokaer and Anthony McCall. 
 The building will also host the BAM Professional Development Program (BAM PDP) in collaboration with 

the DeVos Institute of Arts Management at the Kennedy Center (DVIAM), which assists developing arts 
organizations. 

 The BAM Fisher will host robust education and humanities programming including: 
- Expanded and new literary and lecture series. 
- Presentations by international artists for weekday school audiences and weekend family audiences. 
- Weekend live performances, puppet, and film programs and workshops for families. 
- Special programming for teens. 
- School break and summer intensive programs for various age ranges. 
- Comprehensive programming for students, combining arts education with developing career and life 
skills. 

 
 “Over the past 150 years, BAM has become a cornerstone of New York City’s cultural life—attracting audiences 
from around the world with innovative festivals and performances and engaging students from across the City 
with dynamic arts education programming,” said Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg. “The City was pleased to join in 
this public-private partnership, transforming a landmark building into a modern day cultural destination for 
diverse audiences, artists and community organizations. The new Richard B. Fisher building will expand access 
to BAM’s renowned programs, provide flexible spaces for our artists and community groups to exercise their 
imaginations, and ensure that the growing Downtown Brooklyn Cultural District continues to enhance our city’s 
economy, identity, and quality of life for generations to come.” 
 
“When BAM was first contemplating this building, the Rockefeller Foundation provided us with the funding to 
conduct surveys and focus groups to determine what the neighborhood and the BAM Cultural District needed in 
terms of new artistic space and what was missing,” says BAM President Karen Brooks Hopkins. “It was critical 
for BAM to create a building where we can thrive artistically and give back to our Brooklyn community in ways 
that feel uniquely BAM. We are forever grateful to the private donors, particularly the Fisher family and Jeanne 
Donovan Fisher, for their indispensible role in making this long held dream a reality, and to Chase our 150th 
anniversary and inaugural BAM Fisher sponsor.” 
 
“Adding a truly unique facility to BAM’s roster of spaces, the BAM Fisher will broaden the audience experience 
by hosting productions within a totally flexible performance space, an experience that will be realized on a non-



proscenium intimate scale,” says BAM Executive Producer Joseph V. Melillo. “The vision of BAM Fisher was to 
create an open space to permit adventurous exploration into new approaches to visual imagery, movement, 
technology, and storytelling.”  
 
RSVP REQUIRED: Sandy Sawotka at ssawotka@bam.org or Sarah Garvey at 718.636.4129 x7 / sgarvey@bam.org 
**self-contained crews & photographers welcome. (live feed available with your xlr cable.)** 
 
 

 
Leadership funding for construction of the BAM Fisher by The City of New York through the New York City Departments of 
Cultural Affairs, the New York City Council, and Office of the Brooklyn Borough President; Jeanne Donovan Fisher and the 
Fisher Family; The SHS Foundation; Judith R. & Alan H. Fishman; The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation; The Rita and Alex 
Hillman Foundation; Robin & Edgar Lampert; New York State Assembly and New York State Senate. Additional support for 
the project has been provided by the New York City Economic Development Corporation. 
 
Endowment support for special programs, spaces, and access provided by the Brooklyn Community Foundation; Martha A. & 
Robert S. Rubin; Maribelle & Stephen Leavitt; The Geraldine Stutz Trust, Inc. 
 
Leadership support for new programming in the BAM Fisher provided by The Achelis Foundation; Altman Foundation; Booth 
Ferris Foundation; Brooklyn Community Foundation; Irene Diamond Fund; Ford Foundation; The Leona M. & Harry B. 
Helmsley Charitable Trust; Mertz Gilmore Foundation; The New York Community Trust; The Rockefeller Foundation New 
York City Cultural Innovation Fund; The Skirball Foundation; Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund; Lizzie and Jonathan Tisch 
Foundation; Steve Tisch Foundation 
 
The Bottle Dancers is a gift from The Jerome Robbins Foundation. 
 
The Brooklyn Academy of Music is located on property owned by the City of New York, and its operation is made possible in 
part by public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 
 

### 


