
The Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM) is proud to announce the 

call for its annual fellowship established in 2015 in honor of 

Baba Chuck Davis’ tenure as Founding Artistic Director of 

DanceAfrica. This unique opportunity is open to emerging 

choreographers, offering them a chance to travel to the African 

Continent and study with one or more experts in African dance, 

in accordance with the awardee’s project proposal. The fellowship 

offers up to $9,000 in funding for travel, accommodations, 

instruction, and research expenses. 

Applicants must be US Citizens or Permanent Residents and are 

required to submit an artistic resume, a letter of intent specifying 

the proposed area of research and country, and a detailed proposal, 

including key artistic personnel and organizations in the region of 

travel, a timeline of activities, and budget. 

The Fellowship selection committee will be comprised of various 

members of DanceAfrica and BAM’s artistic teams as well as 

leaders in the field of dance. Applicants will be notified in May 

and the Fellowship recipient will be recognized at BAM’s annual 

DanceAfrica Festival.

The proposed project should take place within the period of 

June 1, 2018—May 31, 2019. Awardees are expected to 

document all aspects of the project, including travel and artistic 

progress, and share the fruits of their work (in the form of a 

performance, workshop, or other mode of expression to be 

determined) with the BAM community upon return.

Chuck Davis 
Emerging Choreographer 
Fellowship

About Dr. Chuck Davis
The Chuck Davis Emerging Choreographer 

Fellowship was established by BAM and 

DanceAfrica to recognize Davis’ immeasurable 

contributions to the global dance community. 

Davis, DanceAfrica’s Founding Artistic Director, 

was one of the foremost teachers and 

choreographers of traditional African dance in 

America, and traveled extensively in Africa to 

study and work with leading artists.

Fellowship:
Awardee will receive up to $9,000 to fully or 

partially subsidize their project and: 

• Will need to document their travels and 

artistic progress 

• Will engage with the BAM’s community 

upon return to share their practice 

Application Deadline:
Thursday, February 15, 2018 at 11:59 PM EST

Apply at: BAM.org/Davis

Note: BAM cannot grant this fellowship for travel/work in a 

country on the U.S. Department of State’s Warning/Alert list: 

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings.html

 

The Chuck Davis Emerging Choreographer Fellowship is 

supported by The SHS Foundation. 
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Am I Eligible?
For purposes of the Chuck Davis Emerging Choreographer Fellowship, eligible applicants are defined by the following:  

• Are US Citizens or Permanent Residents who live and have their artistic practice based in the US

• Have specialized training in the field (not necessarily in academic institutions)

• Are recognized by peers within their artistic tradition for their contributions to the field of dance

• Have had at least three years of professional public presentations (outside of a training institution or academic setting) 

 for which they were paid an artist fee; the works choreographed must have been performed by paid professional artists

Undergraduate students currently enrolled at a training institution, college or university are not eligible to apply.

Previous involvement in DanceAfrica or BAM programming is not a prerequisite.

Previous applicants to the Davis Fellowship are encouraged to reapply.

Eligible Travel
The Fellowship is specifically for choreographers to travel to the African Continent to study with one or more experts in African 

dance for the purposes of artistic development and research. The grant is intended to cover travel costs, accommodation, meals 

and other related fees. The Fellowship cannot pay for additional participants unless justified with relevance to the project.

The project may include two or more destinations, as long as they are part of one consecutive trip. This program supports 

activities of a finite period of time within the dates of June 1, 2018—May 31, 2019.

Note: Due to the focus on Ghana by past awardees, BAM will not be accepting proposals to Ghana for the 2018 Fellowship year.

Note: BAM cannot grant this fellowship for travel/work in a country on the U.S. Department of State’s Warning/Alert list:  

http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/alertswarnings.html

Required Supplemental Materials:
Please ensure that your name is on the top of every PDF document that you upload.

Artistic Resume (PDF upload, 1 page maximum):
Please list education, training, choreography, teaching, and other relevant experience 

Letter of Intent (online form, 1000 word limit): 
Describe the proposed travel project, your creative vision, and the significance of African dance study on the continent to your 

choreographic development. The statement should also include the following: 

• The proposed area of dance research and country/countries and their particular significance to you and your project

• What familiarity or prior involvement you have with the dance forms, artists, communities, infrastructure etc. in 

 your proposed travel area

• How the project is a progression or departure from your dance background

• Key artistic personnel and organizations in the region of travel (please specify existing relationships and invitations) 

• Any individuals or organizations in the US that currently support the project

• A timeline of proposed activities (including pre/post-travel activities, if applicable)

Please note this section will be inputted by the applicant in unformatted text online.
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Project Budget (PDF upload, 1 page maximum): 
Please provide a detailed budget outlining all projected expenses. You must state your planned method of travel and include 

a travel quote from a travel agency or website. Please also include any in-kind revenues from the host artist, school or 

organization for accommodation, meals, and other costs. Please also list additional funding sources that are committed or 

anticipated for this project.  

Work Samples (online form, 3 weblink limit):  
Please submit one complete work and two excerpt samples (no longer than 5 minutes) of selected choreography. The samples 

should be representative of work within the past two years. Work samples must be submitted via weblinks such as Vimeo or 

YouTube (with time codes for excerpts, if necessary). (Submitted materials may be used by the Brooklyn Academy of Music for 

promotional purposes of the Fellowship.)

Two Letters of Recommendation (online form, 500 word limit each): 
Please provide two letters from those who can speak to your qualifications and previous achievements, as well as the potential 

impact/contribution of the proposed project towards your artistic development. If you have a letter of invitation from a company 

or organization in Africa to work with them, this may serve as your second or third letter of recommendation. Recommenders will 

receive an email requesting them to input their letter in an unformatted text through an online form. 

How Do I Apply?
Interested choreographers must complete the online Chuck Davis Emerging Choreographer Fellowship application, which can 

be accessed at www.BAM.org/Davis, and submit it with requirement supplemental materials to ISTS no later than February 15, 

2018 at 11:59 PM EST. 

Applicants should navigate fully through the online application well in advance of the deadline to familiarize themselves with the 

platform and contact ISTS with any questions. Progress may be saved online until the applicant is ready to submit. 

Applicants will receive an email confirmation from ISTS to acknowledge receipt of their application. If an acknowledgement email 

is not received within three weeks, applicants may contact ISTS to verify that the application has been received.

Applicants are responsible for gathering and submitting all necessary information. Incomplete applications will not be evaluated. 

All information received is considered confidential and is reviewed only by ISTS.

How Are Recipients Selected?
The Fellowship selection committee will comprise of various members of DanceAfrica and BAM’s artistic teams as well as leaders 

in the field of dance. Awardees will be selected on the basis of previous dance experience and letters of recommendation, the 

relevance of the project to the choreographer’s artistic practice, and the feasibility of project being accomplished as proposed. 

Financial need is not considered. Based on the rankings of its selection committee, ISTS will name the Fellowship recipient. 

Applicants will be notified in May and the Fellowship recipient will be publicly recognized at BAM’s annual DanceAfrica Festival. 

All applicants agree to accept the decision of ISTS as final and feedback cannot be provided.

Reporting 
Awardees are expected to document all aspects of the project, including travel and artistic progress. A written report and all 

expenses shall be submitted approximately one month after completed travel to ISTS.  

Awardees will also share the fruits of their work (in the form of a performance, workshop, or other mode of expression to be 

determined) with the BAM community upon return.
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Award Disbursement
Awardees will be disbursed funding in two installments: one-half of the full amount upon receipt of the Fellowship; and one-half 

of the full amount  upon receipt of the full written project report and documentation (following completion of the travel project).

About Chuck Davis
Dr. Charles “Chuck” Davis (1937—2017), artistic director and founding elder of DanceAfrica (established at BAM in 1977), was 

one of the most sought-after teachers and choreographers of traditional African dance in America. Davis traveled extensively in 

Africa, working with leading artists in Zimbabwe, Senegal, Kenya, Ghana, Zaire, and Uganda, among many other countries. He 

would later invite many of these African artists and their companies to perform in DanceAfrica. Davis founded the Chuck Davis 

Dance Company in New York in 1968 and the African American Dance Ensemble in Durham, NC, in 1983. He was a panelist 

for several programs of the National Endowment for the Arts and a recipient of the AARP Certificate of Excellence, the North 

Carolina Dance Alliance Award, the 1990 North Carolina Artist Award, and the North Carolina Order of the Long Leaf Pine. He 

served on the board of the North Carolina Arts Council in 1991 and 2004. In 1992 he received the North Carolina Award in 

Fine Arts, the state’s highest honor. In 1996, Davis and the African American Dance Ensemble were awarded a $100,000 grant 

from the National Dance Residency Program, a three-year initiative launched in 1994 by the New York Foundation for the Arts 

and funded by the Pew Charitable Trusts. In 1998 he received an honorary doctorate from Medgar Evers College. Chuck Davis 

received a Dance Magazine Award in 2004. He and DanceAfrica were cited as one of “America’s Irreplaceable Dance Treasures: 

The First 100” by the Dance Heritage Coalition. He was honored with a Bessie award for outstanding service to the field of dance 

in 2014 and the American Dance Festival 2015 is dedicated to him.

About DanceAfrica
DanceAfrica is BAM’s longest running program and America’s largest celebration of African and African-American dance, 

music, and culture. Created in 1977, under the artistic direction of Founding Elder Chuck Davis and with the aim of heightening 

awareness of African culture, the festival has evolved into a beloved annual Memorial Day weekend event that brings the entire 

community together. In 2015, the leadership baton was passed to Abdel R. Salaam.

Each year DanceAfrica welcomes a new visiting company from Africa or its diaspora at the BAM Howard Gilman Opera House. 

The performances include other traditional and contemporary dance companies, including the students of BAM/Restoration 

DanceAfrica Ensemble, and live music. The weekend-long festival also includes master classes, community events, 

film screenings, an art exhibition, and the one-and-only DanceAfrica outdoor bazaar, a global marketplace of African, 

African-American, and Caribbean arts, crafts, and food featuring over 200 vendors and attracting up to 30,000 visitors per year.

About ISTS
The Chuck Davis Emerging Choreographer Fellowship is administered by International Scholarship and Tuition Services, Inc. 

(ISTS), a 100-percent women-owned company based in Nashville, TN. As the world’s foremost provider of scholarship, grant, 

and tuition program management services, ISTS disburses nearly $19 million in educational funds and assists more than 

500,000 awardees a year.

Questions regarding the fellowship program should be addressed to:
Chuck Davis Emerging Choreographer  Fellowship

International Scholarhship and Tuition Services (ISTS)

1321 Murfreesboro Rd Suite 800

Nashville, TN 37217

855.670.ISTS (4787) / contactus@applyists.com


