
 

Professional Development for Teachers: 

Shakespeare Conference 

Sat, Apr 16, 2016 | 9AM—5PM 

BAM Fisher Building, 321 Ashland Place, Brooklyn 

SCHEDULE 

 

8:30AM             Refreshments        

9:00AM        Welcome       

9:15AM  Royal Shakespeare Company   

9:35AM      Learning Ensembles     

10:15AM  Morning Workshops (descriptions below)      
11:50AM  Learning Ensembles       

12:30PM  Lunch (on your own)    

 

Option till 1pm  only   Quartos Tour at the Harvey Theater (not guided) 

                                    Richard II Quarto, 1598 

    Richard II Quarto, 1615 

    Charles Keane’s signed copy of Richard II, 1857 

    Macbeth Promptbook, for Edwin Forrest, 1847 

 

1:45PM  Afternoon Workshops (descriptions below)      

3:30PM  Learning Ensemble Reflection Prep  

4:15PM  Learning Ensemble Reflection Share 

5:00PM  End of Day 

 

MORNING WORKSHOPS (10:15AM—12:30PM) 

 

Workshop Title: Using theatre-based approaches to explore Shakespeare’s plays 

An introductory workshop for elementary, middle or high school teachers who are interested in 

implementing theatre-based approaches to teaching Shakespeare in their classrooms. 

Facilitating Organization: Royal Shakespeare Company:  

The workshop will draw on tried and tested RSC approaches that help children of all ages gain 

ownership of Shakespeare’s work, making it vivid, accessible and enjoyable. The session will be 

particularly suitable for teachers new to the RSC’s work or who are planning to use theatre-

based approaches for the first time. The workshop will be led by RSC Voice and Text 

Practitioner Alison Bomber and Director of Education, Jacqui O’Hanlon.  
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Workshop Title: Entry-points to Shakespeare for below-grade English reading/writing students 

Facilitating Organization: BAM 

This workshop will explore multi-sensory entry-points to Shakespeare for below-grade English 

reading/writing students: a workshop for middle or high school teachers offering multi-sensory 

strategies and activities to effectively teach students Shakespeare who are below grade in 

reading/writing skills. This workshop will be led by BAM teaching artists Gwen Kelso, Mel 

House, and Josh Cabat  

Workshop Title: Folios and quartos will change the way you think about Shakespeare 

Facilitating Organization: Folger Shakespeare Library 

Learning About Folios and Quartos Will Radically Change the Way You Think About 

Shakespeare:  Mostly, no one ever teaches us this stuff, and when you learn about the early 

printing history of his plays, you and your students will never see these plays the same way 

again. The Folger has developed materials that will enrich your own knowledge and bring you 

and your students painlessly into the world of scholars.  You’ll learn the how and why of printing, 

some prevailing mysteries of these plays . . . and you’ll go home with a bundle of handouts from 

the Folger collection for you and your students. This workshop will be led by Peggy O'Brien, 

Folger Director of Education and Michael LoMonico, Folger Senior Consultant on National 

Education 

Workshop Title: The King is But a Man: Henry V and the costs of going to war 

Facilitating Organization: Ohio State 

“The King is But a Man”:  Henry V and The Costs of Going to War Shakespeare’s history plays 

are full of battles fought and wars waged.  Kings lead their subjects into combat; usurpers plot 

and attack; noble men rise up against incompetent rulers; regimes change and new monarchs 

come into power.  But at what cost does one go to war?  And can a king be a great leader and a 

good person at the same time? This workshop will employ active, on-your-feet methods to 

explore Henry V and investigate the questions listed above.  Teachers will take part in activities 

that can be used to help students not only access complex texts, but also engage in critical 

thinking and meaningful conversation about the themes of war in Henry V.  We will also use the 

text as a springboard into activities interrogating who is left voiceless by Shakespeare in Henry 

V—what might the townspeople of Harfleur think of Henry?  The doomed boys whom we hear 

Fluellen and Henry mention?  Or Katherine, who is given a voice, but only to speak in a foreign 

language?  How do these silenced characters experience war and its costs?  Through physical 

exploration of text and rehearsal room pedagogy, this workshop will offer numerous strategies 

to use when teaching Henry V in the secondary or post-secondary classroom.  

This workshop will be led by Kevin McClatchy, Assistant Professor of Theatre and Elizabeth 

Harelik, MA in Theatre and PhD Candidate in Theatre at The Ohio State University  
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AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS (1:45PM—5:00PM) 

Workshop Title: Shakespeare’s history plays 

Facilitating Organization: Royal Shakespeare Company 

Shakespeare’s history plays: a workshop offering elementary, middle or high school teachers a 

practical introduction to exploring Henry IV Parts I and II and Henry V. This workshop will draw 

on current RSC rehearsal room practice, particularly the work of our voice and text practitioners. 

Following Prince Hal’s epic journey from his rebellious life in the streets of London to victory on 

the battlefields of France this session will explore ways of decoding Shakespeare with children 

of all ages using the kinds of techniques that RSC actors and directors use in the rehearsal 

room and performance. The workshop will be led by RSC Voice and Text Practitioner Alison 

Bomber and Director of Education, Jacqui O’Hanlon. 

Workshop Title: From Page to Stage: Presenting Shakespeare in the classroom 

Facilitating Organization: BAM 

From Page to Stage: Presenting Shakespeare in the Classroom: an introductory workshop for 

elementary, middle, or high school teachers who want to include a classroom theater-based 

presentation component to their Shakespeare curriculum. This workshop will be led by BAM 

teaching artists Gwen Kelso, Mel House, and Josh Cabat. 

Workshop Title: How do I get my students through the play, day-by-day? 

Facilitating Organization: Folger Shakespeare Library 

“How Do I Get My Students Through The Play, Day-By-Day?” Teachers always ask us how to 

actually plot a day-to-day Shakespeare unit without repeating the same activity every day. This 

hands-on demonstration of the Folger approach will show how to introduce, sustain, and 

conclude a unit for teaching a play. We will show how to ease students into Shakespeare’s 

language, how to use close-reading activities for diving deeply into the text, which 

complementary writing assignments make sense, and what formative and summative 

assessments work best. This workshop will be led by Peggy O'Brien, Folger Director of 

Education and Michael LoMonico, Folger Senior Consultant on National Education 

Workshop Title: Studying the history plays is the history 

Facilitating Organization: Ohio State 

“Admit me … to this history!” cries the Chorus in Henry V. These words remind us that one of 

the challenges - and opportunities - in studying the History Plays is the history! How can people 

of any age understand battles between “two mighty monarchies” or begin to breathe “the air at 

Agincourt” if they don’t have historically nuanced images of the “sceptered isle … set in a silver 

sea” across a “perilous narrow ocean” from the “vasty fields of France?” In this workshop, a 

classroom teacher and a university professor who have been collaborating for several years will  
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share tales from the classroom as they lead participants in rehearsal room and dramatic inquiry 

approaches. This workshop will be led by Brian Edmiston, Professor of Teaching and Learning  

at The Ohio State University and Lorraine Gaughenbaugh, Ohio teacher trained through the 

Ohio State/ Royal Shakespeare Company Partnership 


