
 

BAM announces the selection of Abdel R. Salaam (Forces of 
Nature) as incoming artistic director for annual DanceAfrica 
festival at BAM    
 
Founding Artistic Director Charles Davis continues as artistic 
director emeritus  
 
 
Brooklyn, NY/May 18, 2014—BAM announces the selection of Abdel R. Salaam as 
incoming artistic director for DanceAfrica, the nation’s largest African dance festival and 
BAM’s longest-running annual program. Salaam, executive artistic director and co-founder 
of New York-based Forces of Nature Dance Theatre, will work with longstanding artistic 
director and founding elder Dr. Charles “Chuck” Davis over the next two years and take the 
lead on programming the festival in 2016. He will continue to lead Forces of Nature. Chuck 
Davis will remain actively involved with the festival as artistic director emeritus. 
 
Davis launched DanceAfrica at BAM in 1977 and has guided it every year since then. 
Starting with his own dance company, the Chuck Davis Dance Company, in the first year, 
the festival has now showcased over 80 companies and has embraced a wide range of 
African and African diasporan dances. Companies and performers have come from the Ivory 
Coast, Congo, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Zaire, Benin, Uganda, Ghana, Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, 
Peru, Zambia, and Madagascar, in addition to many from the US. The programming has 
also expanded to include BAMcafé music performances, films, workshops, visual arts, and 
the outdoor bazaar.  
 
“When we started, audiences’ understanding of African dance was pretty fragmentary,” said 
Davis, “I’m happy to say that we have successfully enriched many people’s knowledge of 
this exciting field. DanceAfrica now has a truly global scope. And with Abdel, I’m confident it 
will reach new heights.” 
 
Salaam, who assisted Davis in the first year of DanceAfrica and whose company, Forces of 
Nature, has appeared in the festival eight times since 1986, said, “I consider Baba Chuck 
one of my most important artistic mentors. It is an honor to carry on his legacy and lead the 
festival going forward.” 
 
BAM Executive Director Joseph V. Melillo praised Davis, who will remain as artistic director 
emeritus, for his leadership, “Baba Chuck, as he is known by everyone, has been the heart 
and soul and voice of DanceAfrica for 37 years. His heart-warming greeting of ‘Agoo!  
Amee!’ (loosely translated to “Are you there? I’m here!”) will continue to echo in all 
DanceAfrica engagements. BAM is grateful for his guidance in establishing this most joyful 
festival.”    
 
BAM President Karen Brooks Hopkins said, “DanceAfrica is not just about performances. It 
is about coming together and celebrating of communities. Abdel is part of that history and 
we are thrilled to have him join Chuck in writing the next chapter.”    
 

   About the artists 
Dr. Charles “Chuck” Davis, artistic director and founding elder of DanceAfrica (started at 
BAM in 1977), is one of the most sought-after teachers and choreographers of traditional 
African dance in America. He has traveled extensively to Africa to study with leading artists. 

  



Davis founded the Chuck Davis Dance Company in New York in 1968 and the African 
American Dance Ensemble in Durham, NC, in 1983. He has been a panelist for several 
programs of the National Endowment for the Arts and is a recipient of the AARP Certificate of 
Excellence, the North Carolina Dance Alliance Award, the 1990 North Carolina Artist Award, 
and the North Carolina Order of the Long Leaf Pine. He served on the board of the North 
Carolina Arts Council in 1991 and 2004. In 1992 he received the North Carolina Award in Fine 
Arts, the state’s highest honor. In 1996, Davis and the African American Dance Ensemble 
were awarded a $100,000 grant from the National Dance Residency Program, a three-year 
initiative launched in 1994 by the New York Foundation for the Arts and funded by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts. In 1998 he received an honorary doctorate from Medgar Evers College. 
Chuck Davis received a Dance Magazine Award in 2004. He and DanceAfrica were cited as 
one of “America’s Irreplaceable Dance Treasures: The First 100” by the Dance Heritage 
Coalition. 
 
Abdel R. Salaam is the executive artistic director/co-founder and choreographer of Forces of 
Nature Dance Theatre (FONDT), established in 1981. He and his company led the historic 
procession for Nelson and Winnie Mandela on their visit to New York in 1990. He directs and 
choreographs in multiple genres of dance, theater, and television which have received critical 
acclaim. He has been active in the world of the performing and visual arts since 1955. Salaam 
has served on the faculties of Lehman College, the American Dance Festival in the United 
States and Korea, Alvin Ailey American Dance Center, and the Chuck Davis Dance Academy. 
He is currently one of the directors of the Harlem Children's Zone/Forces of Nature Youth 
Academy of Dance and Wellness at St. Martin's Episcopal Church in Harlem. Some of the 
awards Salaam has received include: the Monarch Merit Award for Outstanding Achievement 
in Dance from the National Council for Arts & Culture (1993); the Silver Anniversary Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Choreography, Teaching and Performance from Lehman College 
(1994); and Better Family Life Lifetime Achievement Award in Arts (2000). Salaam is a 2004 
New York Foundation for the Arts Fellow and was selected as artist in residence of 
Tennessee Performing Art Center from 2003 to 2007. FONDT, along with Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater, received the 41st annual Audelco Award for Excellence in Black 
Theater Award as the 2013 Dance Company of the Year.  
 
 
For press information please contact David Hsieh at dhsieh@BAM.org or 718.636-4129 x9. 

 
 

General Information 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay 
Sharp building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene 
neighborhood of Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 
Fulton Street (between Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at 
BAM kiosks. BAM Fisher, located at 321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and 
houses the Judith and Alan Fishman Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is 
Brooklyn’s only movie house dedicated to first-run independent and foreign film and repertory 
programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great Performances, offers a bar menu and dinner entrées prior 
to BAM Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances. BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of 
spoken word and live music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday nights with a drink and small 
plate menu available starting at 6pm. 
  
Subway: 2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey 

Theater) D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
Train:      Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
Bus:       B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM 
Car:       Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
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