
 
BAM hosts the 29th Annual Brooklyn Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.—Come Share the Dream 
 
Free community event features keynote address by provocative and 
prominent intellectual, educator, and author Dr. Cornel West  
 
Music performances by the New York Fellowship Mass Choir and Sandra 
St. Victor & Oya’s Daughter 
 
Master of ceremonies: Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams 
 
Presented by BAM (Brooklyn Academy of Music), Office of the Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric L. Adams, and Medgar Evers College of The City University of New 
York 
 
Target is the presenting sponsor of the Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Tribute 
 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette Ave) 
Mon, Jan 19 at 10:30am 
Free (tickets will be distributed on a first-come, first-seated basis starting at 8am) 
 
Additional free events 
Book signing: The Radical King and Black Prophetic Fire 
Dr. Cornel West signs copies of his two latest books, Black Prophetic Fire and The Radical King—a new 
collection of writings by Dr. King, edited and introduced by West. 
Jan 19 at 1pm 
BAMcafé  
 
Visual art: “Picture the Dream” Exhibition  
NYCHA Atlantic Terminal Community Center students 
Jan 19  
BAMcafé  
 
Featured film: The Central Park Five , directed by Ken Burns, Sarah Burns, and David McMahon 
Jan 19 at 1pm 
BAM Rose Cinemas  
 
Arts & Justice presentation: State of Emergence 
Fall 2014 Arts & Justice students share experiences on the topic of Youth and Authority. 
Followed by a Q&A with the students led by BAM Education & Humanities staff 
Jan 19 at 1:30pm  
BAM Fisher (Fishman Space) 
 
Brooklyn, NY/UPDATED January 16, 2015—Continuing a tradition in its 29th year that has 
evolved into the largest such gathering in New York City, BAM hosts the annual Brooklyn Tribute to 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.—Come Share the Dream on Monday, January 19 at 10:30am in the 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House (Peter Jay Sharp Building, 30 Lafayette Avenue). The 
celebration brings together artists and civic leaders to commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. King. 
This year’s keynote address will be delivered by intellectual, educator, and author Dr. Cornel 



West, whose work largely focuses on the role of race, gender, and class in American society. His 
books include bestsellers Race Matters and Democracy Matters. He is a frequent media 
commentator on political and social issues—frequently appearing on Real Time with Bill Maher, 
The Colbert Report, Democracy Now, CNN, C-SPAN, and other national and international outlets. 
West will be joined by powerhouse soul outfit Sandra St. Victor & Oya’s Daughter and the New 
York Fellowship Mass Choir. The program will also include remarks by BAM President Karen 
Brooks Hopkins, Congressman Hakeem Jeffries, Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, Senator Charles 
E. Schumer, City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, District Attorney Ken Thompson, and 
master of ceremonies Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams in an inspiring tribute to Dr. 
King’s enduring legacy.  
 
"It is my honor to join the Brooklyn Academy of Music and Medgar Evers College in presenting this 
annual tribute to the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,” said Adams. “As the first African-
American to serve as Brooklyn Borough President, I walk the path paved by Dr. King and the 
freedom fighters of the civil rights movement. Please join us at BAM as we reflect on the progress 
we have made, resolve to stride even further towards true equality for all, and share in the dream 
that Dr. King had for our nation." 
 
Related weekend programming includes a signing of West’s latest books, Black Prophetic Fire 
(2014) and the forthcoming The Radical King, a collection of writings by Dr. King, edited and 
introduced by West; a free screening of the 2012 documentary The Central Park Five, directed by 
Ken Burns, Sarah Burns, and David McMahon; a community art exhibition, “Picture the Dream,” 
featuring works by students from the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) Atlantic Terminal 
Community Center; and an encore presentation of the Arts & Justice after-school program  2014 
culminating event, State of Emergence. In addition, Selma—director Ava DuVernay’s feature film 
about Dr. King—will continue its regular screenings at BAM Rose Cinemas (opens on December 
25 on the BAM Harvey Theater Steinberg Screen). Tickets for Selma are $14 ($10 for students and 
seniors, $9 for BAM Cinema Club members).  
 
For the 11th year, Target is the presenting sponsor for the annual celebration. At Target, community 
giving is and always has been a cornerstone of the company.  Since 1946, Target has given 5 
percent of its income—which today equals more than $4 million per week—to communities.  This 
giving includes the time, talent and expertise of Target leaders and team members.  Target team 
members donate hundreds of thousands of volunteer hours to countless community projects across 
the country throughout the year. In addition to the Brooklyn tribute, Target is sponsoring other 
celebrations of Dr. King’s legacy across the country. 
 
The event is free and sponsored by Target and Medgar Evers College. Tickets will be distributed 
on a first-come, first-seated basis starting at 8am in the BAM Howard Gilman Opera House lobby. 
For further information, please call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100 or visit BAM.org. 
 
MEDIA ADVISORY: To arrange access to the 29th Annual Brooklyn Tribute to Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., please contact Lauren Morrow at lmorrow@BAM.org or 718.636.4129 x1. 
 
 
About the speakers 
Dr. Cornel West is a prominent and provocative democratic intellectual. A current professor at 
Union Theological Seminary, he has also taught at Yale, Harvard, and Princeton. The recipient of 
more than 20 honorary degrees, he has written many important books, including Race Matters and 
Democracy Matters. He appears frequently on Real Time with Bill Maher, The Colbert Report, 
Democracy Now, CNN, C-SPAN, and other national and international media. He lives in New York 
City.  



West is currently working on The Radical King (Beacon Press), a new collection of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s writings, which aims to re-position him as a radical visionary. West has edited and 
written the introduction for the book, which comes out on January 13. This book is a part of the 
King Legacy series, a publishing partnership between Beacon Press and the Estate of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  

West’s book Black Prophetic Fire (Beacon Press) was released in October 2014. In this book, Dr. 
West provides a fresh perspective on six revolutionary African-American leaders, including Dr. 
King. 

Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams has spent the last 30 years improving and protecting 
the lives of New Yorkers as a police officer, legislator, and builder of successful coalitions. As 
Brooklyn Borough President, he utilizes that diverse experience to ensure a bright future for his 
beloved Brooklyn. As an officer in the NYC Transit Police Department and then NYPD, Adams was 
responsible for solving real world problems and making life-and-death decisions under extreme 
situations, before being promoted to captain. As a member of the police force he also found time to 
address local issues, co-founding 100 Blacks in Law Enforcement Who Care to improve the 
department’s community relations and raise funds for worthy neighborhood causes. 

Adams retired from the NYPD in 2006 to represent Brooklyn in the State Senate, marshaling a 
diverse coalition in support of his candidacy. In the Senate, Adams quickly became a leader on 
good government, workers’ rights, quality of life, and public safety issues. He effectively organized 
support against the NYPD’s controversial Stop and Frisk policy and on behalf of gun control. 
Adams is committed to supporting the civil rights of individuals from every walk of life, and has 
addressed many issues including domestic violence, invasion of privacy, racial profiling, elder 
abuse, quality of health services, marriage equality, gender discrimination, immigration, housing, 
and the protection of student rights. Adams was re-elected to a fourth Senate term in November 
2012, and was elected to serve as Brooklyn Borough President in November 2013.  

Dr. Rudolph F. Crew has made it his life's work to strengthen America’s public education system 
during a 30-year career that has spanned classroom teaching and leadership of the nation’s largest 
school districts. Since 2009, he has been a professor in the Rossier School of Education at the 
University of Southern California. He is also president of the K-12 division of Revolution Prep, 
which seeks to use technology to improve math instruction and graduation rates in urban school 
districts. As Oregon’s first chief education officer, he was charged by Gov. John Kitzhaber with 
revamping public education, improving Oregon’s high school graduation rate and refashioning 
public education from kindergarten through college into an integrated system.  
 
Dr. Crew served as Chancellor of the New York City public school system — the nation’s largest, 
with a million students — from 1995-2000 where he initiated many reforms, including adoption of 
curriculum standards for all schools, elimination of tenure for principals, and the introduction of 
school-based budgeting. As superintendent of the Miami-Dade County Public Schools from 2004-
2008, with 356,000 students, he strengthened math instruction and created paths for more English-
language learners, students of color and those facing poverty to gain college entry with improved 
ACT and SAT scores. He also started The Parent Academy serving more than 100,000 parents 
with courses and workshops to help them support their students’ education.  
 
He is the recipient of numerous awards, including the NAACP Educational Leadership Award, the 
Arthur Ashe Leadership Award, and the National Superintendent of the Year from the American 
Association of School Administrators in 2008. 

 
About the artists 
Sandra St. Victor & Oya’s Daughter 



Dallas-born, Holland-based singer-songwriter Sandra St. Victor has recorded with Curtis Mayfield; 
her songs have been recorded by everyone from Prince and Common to Chaka Khan and Tina 
Turner. St. Victor has toured alongside such diverse stars as Roy Ayers’ Ubiquity, the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers, and Ziggy Marley. A founding member of the groundbreaking trio The Family Stand, St. 
Victor is known for her soulful and potent elixir of R&B, rock, gospel, and jazz. Hailed as a “singer 
who rocks” by Ebony magazine—alongside icons including Grace Jones—St. Victor made her 
Shanachie label debut with her 2013 album Oya’s Daughter. Her group shares a name with the 
album—which is named for Oya, the Orisha of change and storms—and is a reflection on St. 
Victor’s view of current events, which call for social reconstruction. 
 
New York Fellowship Mass Choir  
In 1993, Reverend Timothy Wright brought together all of New York City’s gospel choirs to form 
one mass choir—comprising over 500 voices—for a one-night only musical recording. That session 
resulted in the New York Fellowship Mass Choir album, which featured the 1994 Grammy-
nominated single “Come Thou Almighty King.” A decade later in 2003, Wright reunited the New 
York Fellowship Mass Choir for a sold-out event, which resulted in the Grammy-nominated 
recording Live in New York. Wright and the choir reunited several times over the next few years, 
until Wright’s passing in 2009. His son David Wright then took over as pastor of the church and 
leader of the choir. In January 2013, Pastor David Wright brought the choir back to commemorate 
its 20th Anniversary. Pastor Wright and the choir are now launching a national tour, continuing the 
legacy of Reverend Timothy Wright.  
 
Related Events 
 
Book signing in BAMcafé  
Mon, Jan 19 at 1pm 
Dr. West signs copies of his two latest books, The Radical King and Black Prophetic Fire 
 
The Radical King (Beacon Press, 2015) 
Arranged thematically in four parts, The Radical King includes 23 selections, curated and 
introduced by Dr. Cornel West, that illustrate King’s revolutionary vision, underscoring his 
identification with the poor, his unapologetic opposition to the Vietnam War, and his crusade 
against global imperialism. As West writes, “Although much of America did not know the radical 
King—and too few know today—the FBI and US government did. They called him ‘the most 
dangerous man in America.’... This book unearths a radical King that we can no longer sanitize.” 
 
Black Prophetic Fire (Beacon Press, 2014) 
In an accessible, conversational format, Dr. Cornel West, with distinguished scholar Christa 
Buschendorf, provides a fresh perspective on six revolutionary African American leaders: Frederick 
Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois, Martin Luther King Jr., Ella Baker, Malcolm X, and Ida B. Wells. In 
dialogue with Buschendorf, West examines the impact of these men and women on their own eras 
and across the decades. He not only rediscovers the integrity and commitment within these 
passionate advocates but also their fault lines. 
 
Films at BAM Rose Cinemas 
Mon, Jan 19 at 1pm, FREE 
The Central Park Five (2012) Directed by Ken Burns, Sarah Burns, and David McMahon 
In 1989, five black and Latino teenage boys were convicted and imprisoned for six to 13 years for 
the assault of a female jogger in Central Park. They were exonerated when new evidence was 
brought to light in 2002. Featuring groundbreaking interviews with city officials and the five 
pardoned men, The Central Park Five exposes the racial and social tensions at work in our city for 
the past 30 years, giving context to the recent controversy surrounding racial profiling. 
 



Mon, Jan 19, multiple showtimes (TBD) 
Selma (2014) Directed by Ava DuVernay, $14 ($10 for students & seniors, $9 for BAM Cinema 
Club) 
Chronicling a tumultuous three-month struggle in 1965 to secure equal voting rights in the face of 
violent opposition, Ava DuVernay’s (Middle of Nowhere) powerful vision of history brings to life the 
struggle and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King and the civil rights movement he led. Following the 
movement’s epic march from Selma to Montgomery, which culminated in President Lyndon 
Johnson signing the Voting Rights Act of 1965, this acclaimed drama is bolstered by David 
Oyelowo’s “graceful, majestic lead performance” (Variety) and a supporting cast including Cuba 
Gooding Jr., Common, Oprah Winfrey, and more. 
 
Art exhibition in BAMcafé  
Jan 19  
BAM presents “Picture the Dream,” a community art exhibition featuring works by students from 
the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) Atlantic Terminal Community Center.   
 
For the seventh year in a row, BAM partners with NYCHA to offer free art workshops to children 
living in Brooklyn public housing residences. This year, students from the Atlantic Terminal 
Community Center created original artwork inspired by Dr. King's dream of freedom and equality. 
 
Arts & Justice presentation at BAM Fisher 
Jan 19 at 1:30pm 
In State of Emergence, Fall 2014 Arts & Justice students share experiences on the topic of Youth 
and Authority. 
 
Arts & Justice is a unique interdisciplinary performing arts program that encourages students to 
develop their artistic, decision-making, and critical thinking skills by examining issues related to 
their communities. Led by BAM teaching artists, students develop an original theater piece through 
exercises, research, and creative writing. This year students studied the broad topic of Youth and 
Authority, culminating in State of Emergence, a presentation which shares their thoughts, program 
experiences, and creative work.  
 
In light of current events, the performance will be followed by a Q&A with the students, led by BAM 
Education & Humanities staff.  
 
 
Credits 
 
Target is the presenting sponsor of the Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Tribute. 
 
Leadership funding for the development of new community initiatives provided by Brooklyn Community 
Foundation. 
 
Con Edison is the major sponsor of BAM community programs. 
 
Your tax dollars make BAM programs possible through funding from the City of New York Department of 
Cultural Affairs and the New York State Council on the Arts. The BAM facilities are owned by the City of New 
York and benefit from public funds provided through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs with 
support from Mayor Bill de Blasio; the New York City Council including Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Finance Committee Chair Julissa Ferreras, Cultural Affairs Committee Chair Jimmy Van Bramer, the 
Brooklyn Delegation of the Council, and Councilwoman Laurie Cumbo; and Brooklyn Borough President Eric 
Adams. BAM would like to thank the Brooklyn Delegations of the New York State Assembly, Joseph R. 
Lentol, Delegation Leader; and New York Senate, Senator Velmanette Montgomery, Delegation Leader. 
 
General Information 



BAM Howard Gilman Opera House, BAM Rose Cinemas, and BAMcafé are located in the Peter Jay Sharp 
building at 30 Lafayette Avenue (between St Felix Street and Ashland Place) in the Fort Greene 
neighborhood of Brooklyn. BAM Harvey Theater is located two blocks from the main building at 651 Fulton 
Street (between Ashland and Rockwell Places). Both locations house Greenlight Bookstore at BAM kiosks. 
BAM Fisher, located at 321 Ashland Place, is the newest addition to the BAM campus and houses the Judith 
and Alan Fishman Space and Rita K. Hillman Studio. BAM Rose Cinemas is Brooklyn’s only movie house 
dedicated to first-run independent and foreign film and repertory programming. BAMcafé, operated by Great 
Performances, offers a dinner menu prior to BAM Howard Gilman Opera House evening performances. 
BAMcafé also features an eclectic mix of live music for BAMcafé Live on Friday and Saturday nights with a 
bar menu available starting at 6pm. 
 
Subway:           2, 3, 4, 5, Q, B to Atlantic Avenue – Barclays Center (2, 3, 4, 5 to Nevins St for Harvey  

            Theater) D, N, R to Pacific Street; G to Fulton Street; C to Lafayette Avenue 
Train:               Long Island Railroad to Atlantic Terminal – Barclays Center 
Bus:                 B25, B26, B41, B45, B52, B63, B67 all stop within three blocks of BAM  
Car:                 Commercial parking lots are located adjacent to BAM 
 
For ticket information, call BAM Ticket Services at 718.636.4100, or visit BAM.org. 
 
 

## ## ## 


